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Members of the Jury:
The defendant, Jeremiah Jones, is accused of capital

murder. The defendant has pleaded *“not guilty,” and you have
heard all of the evidence.

The parties will soon present final arguments. Before they
do so, I must now give you the instructions you must follow in
deciding whether or not the state has proved the defendant
guilty.

You will have a written copy of these instructions to take
with you and to use during your deliberations.

I will first tell you about some general principles that
apply in all criminal cases. Then I will tell you about the
specific law applicable to this case. Finally, I will instruct

you on the rules that must control your deliberations.



GENERAL PRINCIPLES

The Indictment

The indictment is not evidence of guilt. The indictment is
a document required to bring the case before you. Do not
consider the fact that the defendant has been arrested,
confined, or indicted or otherwise charged. Do not draw any

inference of guilt from any of these circumstances.

Presumption of Innocence

The defendant is presumed innocent of the charge. All
persons are presumed to be innocent, and no person may be
convicted of an offense unless the state proves each element of
the offense beyond a reasonable doubt. The law does not require
a defendant to prove his innocence or produce any evidence at
all. The presumption of innocence alone is sufficient for you to
return a verdict of not guilty. You may find the defendant
guilty only after a careful and impartial consideration of all
of the evidence and only if the state has proved the defendant’s

guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

Burden of Proof

The state has the burden to prove every element of the
offense beyond a reasonable doubt. If the state proves every

element of the offense beyond a reasonable doubt, then you must



find the defendant guilty. If it does not, then you must find
the defendant not guilty. If, after you have considered all the
evidence and these instructions, you have a reasonable doubt
about whether the defendant is guilty, you must find the

defendant not guilty.

Jury as Fact Finder

As the jurors, you review the evidence and determine the
facts and what they prove. You judge the believability of the
witnesses and what weight to give their testimony.

In judging the facts and the believability of the

witnesses, you must apply the law provided in these

instructions.

Bvidence

The evidence consists of the testimony and exhibits
admitted in the trial. You must consider only evidence to reach
your decision. You must not consider, discuss, or mention any
other thing that is not evidence in the trial. You must not
consider or mention any personal knowledge or information you
may have about any fact or person connected with this case that
is not evidence in the trial.

Statements made by the lawyers are not evidence. The

questions asked by the attorneys are not evidence.



Nothing I have said or done in this case should be
considered by you as my opinion about the facts of this case or
influence you to vote one way or the other.

You should give terms their common meanings, unless you
have been told in these instructions that the terms are given
special meanings. In that case, of course, you should give those
terms the meanings provided in the instructions.

While you should consider only the evidence, you are
permitted to draw reasonable inferences from the testimony and
exhibits if those inferences are justified in the light of
common experience. In other words, you may make deductions and
reach conclusions that reason and common sense lead you to draw
from the evidence.

You are to render a fair and impartial verdict based on the

evidence admitted in the case under the law that is in these

instructions.

Admitted Exhibits

You may, if you wish, examine exhibits. If you wish to
examine an exhibit, the foreperson will inform the court and
specifically identify the exhibit you wish to examine. Only
exhibits that were admitted into evidence may be given to you

for examination.



Testimony

Certain testimony will be read back to you by the court
reporter if you request. To request that testimony be read back
to you, you must follow these rules. The foreperson must make
the request in writing and sign it. That request must (1) state
that it is requesting that testimony be read back, (2) state
that you have a disagreement about a specific statement of a
witness or a particular point in dispute, and (3) identify the
name of the witness who made the statement. The court will then
have the court reporter read back only that part of the

statement that is in dispute.

The Verdict

The law requires that you render a verdict of either
“guilty” or “not guilty.” The verdict of “not guilty” simply
means that the state has not proved the defendant guilty beyond

a reasonable doubt.

You may return a verdict only if all twelve of you agree on

this verdict.

When you reach a verdict, the foreperson should notify the

court.



The defendant, Jeremiah Jones, stands charged by indictment
with the offense of capital murder of an individual under ten years
of age, alleged to have been committed on or about the 13th of
June, 2022, in Harris County, Texas. The defendant has pleaded
not guilty.

A person commits the offense of murder if he intentionally or
knowingly causes the death of an individual.

A person commits the offense of capital murder if he commits
murder, as hereinbefore defined, and the person murders an
individual under 10 years of age.

"Bodily injury" means physical pain, illness, or any impairment
of physical condition.

"Serious bodily injury" means bodily injury that creates a
substantial risk of death or that causes death, serious permanent
disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of
any bodily member or organ.

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, with respect to a
result of his conduct when it is his conscious objective or desire
to cause the result.

A person acts knowingly, or with knowledge, with respect to a
result of his conduct when he is aware that his conduct is
reasonably certain to cause the result.

You are instructed that you may consider all relevant facts
and circumstances surrounding the death, if any, and the previous
relationship existing between the accused and the deceased,

together with all relevant facts and circumstances going to show



the condition of the mind of the accused at the time of the offense,
if any.

Now, if you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt
that on or about the 13th of June, 2022, in Harris County, Texas,
the defendant, Jeremiah Jones, did then and there unlawfully,
intentionally or knowingly cause the death of K. S., an individual
under ten years of age, by shooting K. S. with a deadly weapon,
to-wit a firearm, then you will find the defendant guilty of
capital murder of an individual under ten years of age, as charged
in the indictment.

Unless you so find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt,
or if you have a reasonable doubt thereof, you will acquit the

defendant and say by your verdict "Not Guilty."



You are further instructed that any evidence that any witness
has been convicted in any case or cases was admitted before you
for the purpose of aiding you, if it does aid you, in passing upon
the credibility of the witness and the weight to be given his or

her testimony, and you will not consider the same for any other

purpose.



You are further instructed that if there is any evidence before
you in this case regarding the defendant's committing an alleged
offense or offenses other than the offense alleged against him in
the indictment in this case, you cannot consider such evidence for
any purpose unless you find and believe beyond a reasonable doubt
that the defendant committed such other offense or offenses, if
any, and even then you may only consider the same in determining
the motive, opportunity, intent, preparation, plan, knowledge,
identity, or absence of mistake or accident of the defendant, if
any, in connection with the offense, if any, alleged against him

in the indictment and for no other purpose.



After you retire to the jury room, you should select one of
your members as your Foreman. It is his or her duty to preside at
your deliberations, vote with you, and when you have unanimously
agreed upon a verdict, to certify to your verdict by using the
appropriate form attached hereto and signing the same as Foreman.

During your deliberations in this case, you must not consider,
discuss, nor relate any matters not in evidence before you. You
should not consider nor mention any personal knowledge or
information you may héve about any fact or person connected with
this case which is not shown by the evidence.

No one has any authority to communicate with you except the
officer who has you in charge. After you have retired, you may
communicate with this Court in writing through this officer. Any
communication relative to the cause must be written, prepared and
signed by the Foreman and shall be submitted to the court through
this officer. Do not attempt to talk to the officer who has you
in charge, or the attorneys, or the Court, or anyone else
concerning any gquestions you may have.

Your sole duty at this time is to determine whether the
defendant is guilty or not guilty under the indictment in this
cause and restrict your deliberations solely to the issue of guilt
or innocence of the defendant.

Your verdict must be by a unanimous vote of all members of the
jury.

Following the arguments of counsel, you will retire to consider

your verdict.
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