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You have found the Defendant, Lamont Cousins, guilty of the offense of
capital murder. You are instructed that the defendant shall be punished by
confinement in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice for life without parole or
by death. It is now necessary for you to determine, from all the evidence in the case,
the answers to certain Special Issues, which are as follows:

SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 1: Do you find from the evidence beyond a

reasonable doubt that there is a probability that the defendant would commit

criminal acts of violence that would constitute a continuing threat to society?

You shall answer Special Issue Number 1 “Yes” or “No.”

The prosecution has the burden of proving that the answer to Special Issue
Number 1 should be “Yes,” and it must do so by proving a “Yes” answer to Special
Issue Number 1 beyond a reasonable doubt. If the State fails to do so, you must
answer Special Issue Number 1 “No.”

In deliberating on Special Issue Number 1, the jury shall consider all evidence

admitted at the guilt or innocence stage and the punishment stage, including




evidence of the defendant’s background or character or the circumstances of the
offense that militates for or mitigates against the imposition of the death penalty.

Members of the jury need not agree on what particular evidence supports a
“No” answer to Special Issue Number 1.

You may not answer Special Issue Number 1 “Yes” unless you agree
unanimously. You may not answer Special Issue Number 1 “No” unless ten (10) or
more jurors agree.

If the jury answers Special Issue Number 1 “Yes,” then you shall answer the
following Special Issue Number 2. If the jury answers Special Issue Number 1 “No,”
do not answer Special Issue Number 2 or Special Issue Number 3.

SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 2: Do you find beyond a reasonable doubt that

the defendant actually caused the death of the deceased or did not actually

cause the death of the deceased but intended to kill the deceased or another or
anticipated that a human life would be taken?

You shall answer Special Issue Number 2 “Yes” or “No.”

The prosecution has the burden of proving that the answer to Special Issue
Number 2 should be “Yes,” and it must do so by proving a “Yes” answer to Special
Issue Number 2 beyond a reasonable doubt. If the State fails to do so, you must
answer Special Issue Number 2 “No.”

In deliberating on Special Issue Number 2, the jury shall consider all evidence
admitted at the guilt or innocence stage and the punishment stage, including

evidence of the defendant’s background or character or the circumstances of the

offense that militates for or mitigates against the imposition of the death penalty.




Members of the jury need not agree on what particular evidence supports a
“No” answer to Special Issue Number 2.

You may not answer Special Issue Number 2 “Yes” unless you agree
unanimously. You may not answer Special Issue Number 2 “No” unless ten (10) or
more jurors agree.

If the jury answers Special Issue Number 2 “Yes,” then you shall answer the
following Special Issue Number 3. If the jury answers Special Issue Number 2 “No,”
do not answer Special Issue Number 3.

SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 3: Taking into consideration all of the evidence,
including the circumstances of the offense, the defendant’s character and
background, and the personal moral culpability of the defendant, do you find
that there is a sufficient mitigating circumstance or circumstances to warrant
that a sentence of life imprisonment without parole rather than a death sentence
be imposed?

You shall answer Special Issue Number 3 “Yes” or “No.”

You are instructed that you may not answer Special Issue Number 3 “No”
unless you agree unanimously. You may not answer Special Issue Number 3 “Yes”
unless ten (10) or more jurors agree.

You are instructed that if a jury answers that é circumstance or circumstances
warrant that a sentence of life imprisonment without parole rather than a death
sentence be imposed, the Court will sentence the defendant to imprisonment in the

Texas Department of Criminal Justice for life without parole. Under the law

applicable in this case, if the defendant is sentenced to confinement for life without




parole in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, the defendant will be ineligible
for release from the department on parole.

Members of the jury need not agree on what particular evidence supports a
“Yes” answer on Special Issue Number 3.

In deliberating on Special Issue Number 3, you shall consider mitigating
evidence to be evidence that a juror might regard as reducing the Defendant’s moral
blameworthiness.

If the jury returns a “Yes” answer on Special Issue Number 1 and Special
Issue Number 2 and a “No” answer on Special Issue Number 3, the Court shall
sentence the defendant to death. If the jury returns a “No” answer on Special Issue
Number 1 or Special Issue Number 2 or a “Yes” answer to Special Issue Number 3,
the Court shall sentence the defendant to confinement in the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice for life without parole.

The Staté has introduced evidence of extraneous crimes or bad acts other than
the one charged in the indictment in this case. This evidence waé admitted only for
the purpose of assisting you, if it does, in deciding punishment. You cannot consider
the evidence for any purpose unless you find and believe beyond a reasonable doubt
that the defendant committed such acts, if any.

While you should consider only the evidence, you are permitted to draw such
reasonable inferences from the testimony and exhibits as you feel are justified in the

light of common experience. In other words, you may make deductions and reach




conclusions that reason and common sense lead you to draw from the facts which
have been established by the evidence.

Our law provides a defendant may testify in his own behalf if he elects to do
so. This, however, is a privilege accorded to the defendant, and in the event he does
not testify, that fact cannot be taken as a circumstance against him. In this case the
defendant has not testified, and you are instructed that you cannot and must not refer
or allude to this fact throughout your deliberations or take it into consideration for
any purpose whatsoever as a circumstance against the defendant.

In deliberating on this case, you shall consider the charge as a whole and you
must not refer to or discuss any matters not in evidence before you. You must not
consider or mention any personal knowledge or information you may have about
any facts or person connected with this case that is not shown by the evidence. You
shall not consult law books or anything not in evidence in this case.

During your deliberations, you must not communicate with or provide any
information to anyone by any means about this case. You may not use any
electronic device or media, such as a telephone, cell phone, smart phone, iPhone, or
computer; the internet, any internet or social media service to communicate to
anyone any information about this case or to conduct any research about this case
until I accept your verdict, if any.

It is your duty to consult with one another and to deliberate in an effort to
reach agreement if you can do so. Each of you must decide the case for yourself, but

only after an impartial consideration of the evidence with your fellow jurors. During
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your deliberations, do not hesitate to reexamine your own opinions and change your
mind if convinced that you were wrong. But do not give up your honest beliefs as to
the weight or effect of the evidence solely because of the opinion of your fellow
jurors, or for the mere purpose of returning a verdict.

It will not be proper for you to arrive at your answers to the Special Issue or
Issues by lot, chance, or any other random method. Your answers, if any, must be
arrived at by a full, fair, and free exchange of the opinions of each individual juror.
Each of you must decide the case for yourself, but only after an impartial
consideration of the evidence with your fellow jurors. Do not give up your honest
beliefs as to the weight or effect of the evidence solely because of the opinion of your
fellow jurors, or for the mere purpose of answering the Special Issues.

Any further communication must be in writing signed by your presiding juror
through the bailiff to the Court, except as to your personal needs, which may be
communicated orally to the bailiff. Do not attempt to talk to the bailiff, the attorneys,
or the Court regarding any questions you may have concerning the trial of the case.

After argument of counsel, you will retire to the jury room to deliberate.
When you have reached a verdict, you may use the attached forms to indicate your
answers to the Special Issue or Issues, and your presiding juror should sign the
appropriate form certifying to your verdict.

Dl AW

HON. POUGLAS A. ALLEN
Criminal District Court No. 3
Tarrant County, Texas
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ANSWERS TO SPECIAL ISSUE(S)

SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 1:

Do you find from the evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that there is
a probability that the Defendant would commit criminal acts of
violence that would constitute a continuing threat to society?

In your verdict, you will answer “Yes” or “No.”

Answer: We, the jury, unanimously find from the evidence beyond a reasonable
doubt that the answer to Special Issue Number 1 is “Yes.”

PRESIDING JUROR
OR

Answer: We, the jury, because at least ten (10) jurors agree, find that the answer to
Special Issue Number 1 is “No.”

THOMAS A WILDER, DIST. CLERK

TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS PRESIDING JUROR
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If your answer to Special Issue Number 1 is “Yes,” then you will answer Special Issue
Number 2; otherwise, you will not answer Special Issue Number 2 or Special Issue

Number 3.




SPECITAL ISSUE NUMBER 2:

Do you find beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant actually caused the
death of the deceased or did not actually cause the death of the deceased but
intended to kill the deceased or another or anticipated that a human life would
be taken?

In your verdict, you will answer “Yes” or “No.”

Answer: We, the jury, unanimously find from the evidence beyond a reasonable
doubt that the answer to Special Issue Number 2 is “Yes.”

PRESIDING JUROR

OR

Answer: We, the jury, because at least ten (10) jurors agree, find that the answer to
Special Issue Number 2 is “No.”

PRESIDING JUROR

If your answer to Special Issue Number 2 is “Yes,” then you will answer Special Issue

Number 3; otherwise, you will not answer Special Issue Number 3.




SPECIAL ISSUE NUMBER 3:

Taking into consideration all of the evidence, including the
circumstances of the offense, the Defendant’s character and
background, and the personal moral culpability of the Defendant, do
you find that there is a sufficient mitigating circumstance or
circumstances to warrant that a sentence of life imprisonment without
parole rather than a death sentence be imposed?

In your verdict, you will answer “Yes” or “No.”

Answer: We, the jury, unanimously find that the answer to Special Issue Number 3
is “No.”

PRESIDING JUROR

OR

Answer: We, the jury, because at least ten (10) jurors agree, find that the answer to
Special Issue Number 3 is “Yes.”

PRESIDING JUROR
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In any jury ‘trial there are in\effectk two judges. I am one of the judges" the
‘other is the j Jury Itis my duty to pre51de over the trlal and to de01de what ev1dence is *

f proper for your consrderatlon It is also my duty at the end of the trial to explam to
you the rules of law that you must follow and apply in arr1v1ng at your verdrct

F1rst I w1ll gwe you some gcneral 1nstructlons Wh1ch apply in every case'
_Then I w111 give you some specrﬁc rules of law about this partlcular case, and finally I
_ _Will explainto you thé procedures youkshould follovy i}n-y‘Our deliberations.

You, as jurors,‘are the judgcs' of the facts l3ut inkdetermining what actuallyk
happened, that is, in reaching your_decislon as to the facts,kit is your sworn duty to |
- follow all of the rules of law as I explain 'th‘em} to you.- - | |

You have no right to divsregard or glye special attention to any one instruction,

| or to question the wrsdom or correctness of any rule I may state to you You must not
substltute or follow your own notlon or opinion as to what the law i 1s or ought to be. It
is your duty-to apply the law as I explam 1t to you, regardless of the consequences:; It o

is also your duty to base your verdict solely upon the evidence that has been presented
. DR . ~ » = ~ FILED
: . SRS s : -~ THOMAS A WILDER, DIST. CLERK
. toyouin court." ‘ : , AR . TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS
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Al persons are presumed to be innocent and 'nopersonmay ble :Convicted of an
'offense unless each element of the offen_se'is' proved beyond a reasonable doubt. The
fact that a ‘p’ertson has been arrested, eonflned, or indietedfor,' or othefvvisechafged
| k.with the offense giveé rise to no inferenee of guilt at his trial.
~ The law does not require a de.fend‘a‘nt;to prove his innocence or prdduce _anyr
“evidence at all The preenfnntion of innocenee élone ‘is sufﬁcient. to aeqnit:jtne |
defendant, unless the jUrors are _Satisﬁed“t")eyond a reasonable doubt of the defendant’s
guilt after carefu:lf and ir’npatrtialk c‘onéi_deration of ‘all‘the evidence in the case. The
‘fprosecution hastthe\.'burden of ’p’roviné the defendant | guilty' and it must do so by |
, pfoving each and every element of the offense chafged beyond a redsonable doubt an d
if it fails to do so, ‘tyou must acquit the defendant. | | |
It is not required that the prosecution prove éuilt beyond all possible doubt; it
: 1s 'géquired that the prosecntion"‘s ‘p‘roof exclndes all “‘rea‘sonable doubt"f concerning
the defendant’s gﬁilt. | g |
“As you deterrnine the faets, ‘you‘ rnuet co.nsider’ only the evidence presented :
dnring the trial, inclliding‘the sworn teétirnony of the Witnesses and the' exhibits. |
| Remelnberthat any stétements, ‘objections,‘ okrf_argutnent's’made by the lawyers are not
evidence. | | | Vb | | |
" Also, do not assume fronl anything I‘mbay have done or said ‘during the t‘r‘ial that‘,"’

I have any opinion concerning any of the issues in this case. Except fork‘ the

instructions to you on the law, you should'disregard anything I nlay have said during -

the trial in érriving at your own findings as to the facts. -
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~ While you Shouid' consider only the evidenée, you are permitted to draw such

reasonable inferences from .the testimony and exhibits as you feel are juStiﬁéd in the ;

- light of common experience. In other words, you may make deductions and reach

concluSions that reason and common sense lead yojx to draw from the facts whiéh ,

have been established by the evidence.

~ You are to decide whether the state has proved beyond a reasonable doubt that

- the defend_ant’is guilty of the crime charged.’ The :defendant'is, not on trial for any kact, ’

~¢onduct, or offense not alleged in the 'indictment‘. Neither are you concerned with the

guilt of any pefson or pefsoris n;ot on trial as a déféﬁdant in this case.

| Our liaw provides a defendani fnay.testify in hiS ‘de behalf if he elects to do
sd. This,‘ howévér, is a privilege accdrded to thé défendant, and in the event he does |
hot 'tes'tify,'t-hét fact canlnof Abétakéri‘és:a N(:ifcurn‘s‘tance‘against’him; In jthis case fhe ;
defendaﬁt haé not téstiﬁed, and you are instr'uc‘tked" that j}ou,C'annot' aﬁd must not refer
or allude to this fact ’;hroughout your délibérations or take it into considerationfdr a‘ny; o
pufpdsevwhavltsoeveras‘ a gircﬁrﬁstance agéinst the defehdaﬁt. -

Now, béaring ih m\ind thesé iﬁstruétions, the deféndant, Lamont Cousins,
stands charged by ihd_iétmént in Count Oné with the offense of §apita1 murder, alleged |
fo have been committed ln Tarrant COunty,' Texas, on or aboﬁt th(e‘ 14t Vday of
December 2020. To this charge the defendant hés pléaded nof gqilty. :

A person commits the offénse of murder if he intentidnally or knowingly

causes the death of an individual.



A person commits capital murder when such person murders more than one

- person during the same criminal transaction or pursuant to the same scheme or course

of conduct but during different criminal transactions.
~ “Individual” means a human being who is alive.

A person acts intentionally, or with intent, ;wi‘tvh respect to a result of his.

- conduct when it is his conscious objective or desire to cause the result.

A person acts knowingly, or with knO\vledge7 with respect to a result of his

~ conduct when he is aware that isiconduct'is rea'Sonably‘certain to cause the result.

“Fi 1rearm means any dev1ce desrgned made or adapted to expel a prOJectlle

through a barrel by usrng the energy generated by an explosmn or bummg substance

or any dev1c_e readlly convertrble to that use. )

You are 1nstructed as the law in thls case that the State is not requrred to prove -

~ the exact date alleged in the 1ndlctment but may prove the offense if any, to have been

comm1tted_ at any time prior tothe presentment of the 1ndv1ctment, and before the

expiratidn of the statute of limitations. There is no statute of limitations for the offense

~ of capital murder The court has taken Judrcial notice of June 3, 2024 as the date of the

return of the 1ndlctment in th1s case.

You are instructed that the indictnient or infdrmation or any pleading in the

case, may allege that the offense was committed in the county where the prosecutlon B
- is carried on. To sustain the allegatlon of venue, it shall only be necessary to prove by

. the preponderance of the. ev1dence that by reason n of the facts 1n the case the county



where such prose'cution is-carried on has venue. Proof ’of venne must be demonstrated
by either direct or circumstantial evidence. |
| “Venue,”‘as anplied to criminal'ca’ses, means theplace in Which the

prosecution is to hegin.‘ 1 |

Whenﬁconduct constituting a s'ingle offense 1s :committed in more than one
county, yenue is proper in any of those counties. - |

Preponderancevof the evidence means the» greater \yeight and degree of credihle :
r ~evidence.‘ , . | |
~ Youare 1nstructed that if there is any te‘stimony ,hefore you in this case
' regarding thefdefendantYs having'committed crirnes, wrongs or acts other than the |
crimes alleged in the indictmentin this case,_you cannot consider said testimony for |
‘any purpose nnless you find and believe beyonda reasonahie doubt thatthe‘defendant
committed such other erimes, wrongs or acts, if any were committed, and even then
you may’only consider‘those other crimes, wrongs"or acts in determining the proof-of -
motive, opportunity, intent, prep}arati‘:on, plan, ‘knoWIedée, identity,»absence of
mistake, ;or ;IaCk: of acCident, if any, in connection With the crime alleged in the
indictment in thise;case,an‘d for no other purposej o

Upon the law _of accompiice vyitness testimony, you‘ are'instructed that you-
cannot convict the defendant upon accomplice testimony, unless you first believethat
the testimony is true and shows the guilt of the d‘efen‘dant:as charged in the
indictment, and then you cannot convict the defendant unless ‘such‘ testimonyis
corroborated by other evidence tending to COnneCt the defendant with \the'offense i



iCharged. f’lThe ’corroboration is not sufﬁcient if itm‘erely shows the comrnission of an
‘offense, but it must tend to connect the defendant w1th its comnnss1on and then from
' Iall the ev1dence you must belleve beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is
gurlty of the offense charged agalnst him. You are 1nstructed that Andrew |
| Vandermeer is an accompllce asa matter of law, 1f any offense was commltted as
“alleged in the indictment_. , | |
, ‘}: A person 1s criminally responsi‘ble as a party to an offense if the offense is
committed by his own conduct, by the ’condu‘(:to'f another for which he is criminally |
responsible, or by both. | =t
Each party to an offenSe may be charged-rwith commission of the offense. |
A person is crimi'nalilyreSponsible foran offense committed by the conduct of 7‘
another if, acting with intent to promote or assist the‘ commission of the offense, he |
e solicits, encourages, directs, ai'ds,‘or atternpts to aid the other person to commit the .
offense. Mere vp'resence alone vyill not constitute One a party to an offense.
| Now 1f you ﬁnd from the ev1dence beyond a reasonable doubt that on or about
the 14th day of December 2020 in Tarrant County, Texas the defendant, Lamont
Cousrns actlng e1ther alone orasa party d1d 1ntentlona11y or knowmgly cause the
death of an 1nd1v1dual Vlrglnia Lew1s by shootlng her with a ﬁrearm and did
, intentionally or knowingly cause the death of an individual, Clayton Turrentine, by
’ ..shooting him':With a ﬁ‘rearm, and both murders were commi\tted during the same - |

‘criminal transaction, or pursuant to the same scheme or course of conduct, but during



different criminal transactions, then you ~will .ﬁnd the defendant guilty of capital
murder as charged in thevindictment.
:’If you have a reasonable doubt 'thereo:f, then you willl acquit the defendant and{- 3

- say by your verdict not gullty '

It is your duty to consultwith one another and to deliberate in an effort to reach |
agreement if you can do so. Each of you must decrde the case for yourself but only
after an 1mpart1al cons1deratlon of the ev1dence w1th your fellow jl.ll‘Ol‘S Durmg your
~ deliberations, -do not hesitate toreexamine your own op‘inions and change your mind
if convinced that you were wrong. But do not give up your honest beliefs as to the
weight or effect of the evidence,solely because of the opinion of your fellow jurors, or -
for the mere purpose of returning a verdict. i .

Remember at all t1mes you are Judges of the facts. Your sole duty is to decide
‘whether the state has proved the defendant gu11ty beyond a reasonable doubt

When you go to the j jury room the ﬁrst th1ng that you should dois select one
of your number as your presrdlng juror, who will help to gurde your dehberatrons and |
will speak for you here in the courtroom.t » | | |

Durlng your delrberat1ons you must not commumcate wtth or provrde any -
1nformat1on to anyone by any means about thls case. You may not use any electronic
device or medra, such as a telephone, cellph‘one, smart phone, 1Phone,~ or computer;
o .the internet, any internet or soCial media‘b service to comm_unicate to anyone any -
information about this case or to’ conductany' research about this case unt11 'Igaccept :

your verdict, if any.



’A'ny verdict you render must be ﬁnanimous; :

At the eonclusion"of ty‘our deliherattehs, the hresiding jhrer Should sign the
appropriate verdict form, if any. | |

| | If you need to COmmunicate k‘vhvit_h“me during your:delihefations, the ptestding ‘

~ juror should;write the htessetge, ring the jury call buttoh on the wall, and give it to the
Vb‘aili‘ff. I will eithe: feply in wrltmg er bring yeu backjnto the court to ahswer yoﬁr
| rheSséige. | ’ “ | |

You are the excluswe Judges of the facts proved of the credlblhty of the
w1tnesses and of the welght to be glven to the1r testlmony, but you are bound to

receive the law from the Court, which is herem glven, and be governed thereby.

‘vmwm

. DOUGLAE A. ALLEN, Judge
Criminal District Court No. 3
- Tarrant County, Texas -




 VERDICTFORMS

) ’ ‘ e ‘ : : . N
 We, the jury, find the defendant, Lam(jnt Cousins, guilty of the offense of

~ capital murder, as charged in the indictment. .

- FILED R
~THOMAS A WILDER, DIST, CLERR
' -TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS

a2 Y L &Mw{%) :
e 1103am . PRESIDINGJUROR '
BY, KP__oeruty » B PR TEEEEAS .

~ We, the jury, _'f'md‘ the defehdant, Lamont Coi;sins,' not guilty.

~ PRESIDING JUROR.



