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Erika Avila

Forensic Scientist

Erika Avila is currently a Multi-discipline Supervisor in the Seized Drugs and Firearms sections of the Texas
DPS Crime Laboratory in Laredo, Texas. Erika is a former DNA Analyst who began her career in 2013 and
completed the required training program at the Austin DPS Crime Laboratory. Soon after, she moved to
Laredo to assist in obtaining accreditation for the newly built crime laboratory. Erika served as an alternate
CODIS Administrator for 6 years, participated in multiple validations, participated in training newly hired
analysts, and attended numerous DNA-related workshops/trainings throughout her 9 years as a DNA
Analyst. Erika earned a Master’s degree in Biology from Texas A&M International University in 2014 and a
Bachelor’s degree in Biology with a minor in Chemistry from The University of Texas Pan-American in 2010.
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