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DENTON COUNTY PROBATE COURT LOCAL RULES

CHAPTER 1. GENERAL RULES

Rule 1.1. Title, Scope, Authority and Application of Local Rules

(a) These Rules are the Local Rules of the Statutory Probate Court of Denton County, Texas.
They shall govern proceedings in the Probate Court of Denton County, Texas, for the purpose

of securing uniformity and fairness in those proceedings and to promote justice.

(b) These Rules are adopted by the Presiding Judge of the Statutory Probate Court of Denton

County, Texas, pursuant to Tex. R. Civ. P. 3a.

(c) These Rules are standing orders of the Denton County Statutory Prcbate Court and any other
statutory probate court that may be created in this county. Knowing or intentional violation cf
these Rules may be punished by contempt or other sanction authorized by law or by rules of

procedure.

(d) On final adoption, these Rules supersede all prior versions cf the Local Rules of the Statutory

Probate Court of Denton County. Texas.

(e) Supplemental information, including Court procedures and policies, forms, and other

information is available on the Court's website.

Rule 1.2. Definitions

in these Rules:

(a) "Ancillary matter" includes any lawsuit brought by or against a personal representative, or
brought on behalf of an estate, that does not relate to or concern the routine administration of
an estate. Ancillary matters include, but are not limited to, suits concerning note collection,

personal injury, breach of contract, and trust litigation.

(b) "Clerk" means the probate division of the Denton County Clerk's office.

(c) "Contested matters" includes all litigated matters for which there are opposing parties.

(d) "Counsel" includes attorneys and parties representing themselves pro se.

(e) "Court" means the Denton County Statutory Probate Court and all judges serving that Court,

including associate and visiting judges.

(f) "Hearing" means any record proceeding before the Court, including a status conference,

preliminary hearing, scheduling conference, or trial.

(g) "Party" means a person who has made an appearance in a case pending beforp the Court,

either pro se or through counsel

RuIe 1.3. Parties Proc.eedirig_Prc_,Se

(a) Consistent with applicable law, including statutes prohibiting the unauthorized practice of law.
the Court restricts pro se parties from representing themselves or others in certain instances.

An individual must be represented by an attorney if the individual is:
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(1) applying to serve as an executor or administrator of an estate:

(2; applying for a guardianship for another; or

(3) representing a third party, such as s bene'iciary, heir, creator, or esiate representative,

who seeks relief from the Court.

(h) An individual subject to subsection (a) may present a document tc the Clerk for filing, but the
Court will take nc action en the document until there is an attorney of record in the case.

(c) An individual may appear before the Court pro se if the individual is:

(1) the sole beneficiary in a muniment of title action:

(2) a noncorporate creditor of a probate or guardianship estate:

(3) a noncorporate par;/ in an ancillary civil action;

(4) a distributee of an estate appearing pursuant to a small estate affidavit; or

(5) otherwise permitted to do so by the Court.

(d) In a pending case for which legal representation is required, a party is urged to secure
substitute counsel simultaneously with discharging the attorney of record to avoid aeiays and

additional expense.

(e) A pro se party is expected to read and follow the Local Rules and the Texas Rutes of Civil
K Procedure the Texas Rules of Civil Evidence, the Texas Probate Code, ana tne Texas Rubs

of Appellate Procedure as may be appropriate in the particular case. A pro se party wno t^s
to comply with all rules may be sanctioned. A pro se party shall ensure the C,er< ,ldo
accurate contact information for the party, including current addresses and phone numbers,

for purposes of receiving pleadings and ether notices.

Rule 1.4. Assignment of Caujses

(a) The Clerk will assign a unique cause number to each matter filed in the Probate Cour After a
cause number has been assigned, all matters relating to that case will be t.led using ,ne same

cause number.

(b) If a case includes an ancillary matter, the cause number of all pleadings relating to the
ancillary matter shall be followed by the number "01." If a case contains more than one
ancillary matter each subsequent matter shall be designated by sequentia, numbers .i.e.. 0^.
03 ek: ) Tli stvle of an ancillary matter shall include the names of the party bringing the
action and the opposing party, as well as the name of the estate, ward, or trust. The form cf
various case styles is attached as Appendix A.

Rule 1.5. Transfer

A oarty seekinc to transfer to the Court a cause of acton pending in a district, county or statutory
county -OLrt under the Texas Probate Code must file a proper motion and proposed orde, ;, n^
on the motion is required unless the motion to transfer is agreed to by all parties. An agreec mot.on is
not binding on the Court.
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RuieJ_6^_Seyerance

(a) A motion to sever will be granted only on a showing that a severance is necessary lo protect
substantial rights or to facilitate disposinon o^ the litigate Except on a sno-nc -t ^
cause, a severance will not be granted to make a judgment finai if tns ju^gn.en, c-,,.r,, ^

would be interlocutory due to ether pending claims in the case.

(b\ When a motion to sever is granted, the party who sought the severance shall rite the severed
cle:m as a new case and the Clerk shall give the new case a new cause number. « se.e.^

claim filed as a new case is subject to ail filing fees required by the Uerx.

RuleJ .7, Vacations of Counsel

Counsel mav not request a hearina on a date for which counsel has received notice that another pany
to the cas-Tunavailable. If the Court sets a case for a hearing on a date tor wn.cn a.counsel h.s
pined a vacation, counsel shail notify the Court as scon as the notice oheanng is ^-^^
hearina will be reset for a different date, unless there is a clear showing of abuse or i-nre
dSfaT7a cou sef becomes unavailable for a hearing after receiving a heanng notice c™
Immediately notify the Court and all parties and request that the heanng be reset for d d.

Pij!^_i_g_JudJGial Absences

Rule 1.9. Bankryjjtcy

(a) Notice of Filing

(2) The Court may sanction a party or counsel for failure to comply with this Ruie.

(b) Conclusion of Bankruptcy

After a bankruptcy has been concluded, whether by *f^

the active docket or dismissed as appropriate.

uleJ.- 10i_AoEOjntrnent^L

(a^ The Court may appoint an attorney or guardian astern when authorized cr required pursuant
' to the Texas Probate Code or the Texas Rules of Civil r-rocec jre.

(b) Until discharged, an ad litem is entitled to be notified c< all hearings and to be served with a!
pleadings.
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(1) an attorney ad litem in a guardianship matter is net required to make a written report, to

avoid comoromising the attorney work product or other privilege;

(2) an attorney ad litem in a ronguardianship proceeding is required to make a written

report:

(3) a guardian ad litem is required to file a written report not later than the cate estsonshec

by the Court; and

(4\ counsel serving in a dual role of attorney ad litem and guardian ad litem shall make a
' report only if the portion of the report relating to the role of guardian ad litem coes nCl

compromise the attorney work product or other privilege.

(d) In an appropriate case, an ad litem should consider filing an application for security for costs

under Tex. R. Civ. P. 143 and Texas Probate Code §12.

(e) In a determination of heirship proceeding, the Court may require the deposit of security for

costs for the fees of the attorney ad litem.

(f) All ad litems serve at the pleasure of the Court.

Ruie 1.11. Attorney Fee Standards

A partv who seeks approval from the Court for payment for attorney fees for legal s«^^s shaHile with
the Court an Application for Payment of Attorney Fees. The Court maintains standards ... Court
Approval of Attorney Fee Applications" which are available from the Court and on the
An application for payment of attorney fees must conform to the Court s Standards. n.

attorney fees are subject to review by the Court staff.

CHAPTER 2. CASES

Rule 2.1. DockejinjiJ^ilJciJons

Unless otherwise specified by statute, the Presiding Judge of the State Statutory Probate Courtsw.ll
direct 'he: County Clerk in the matters of filing, docketing, and transferring cases within tnejunsd.u-cn
of the Court. Directions and instructions given by the Court are effect^^™™^^J^
authority and with the consent of the State Presiding Statutory Probate Judge unless bpecit .,/
controverted cancelled, or withdrawn by the State Presiding Statutory Probate Judge ,n wntmg directed

to the County Clerk.

Rule 2.2. FilincLPaoers

(a) AH pleadings, motions, notices, briefs, proposed orders, proposed judgments and any olher
' paper document, or thing made a part of the record shall be filed witn the Clerk. « p.ead.n,

should have only one style to ensure pleadings are filed in the correct case.

'b) This subsection apol.es to the submission of a proposed order or judgmc.nt in a case in which
1 ' parties are entitled to notice or service of pleadings under Tex. R. Civ. .'. 21.

(1) If all counsel agree to the form of the proposed order cr judgment:

(i) all counsel must sign the order or judgment; and

(ii) the Court may enter the order or judgment immediately on submission.
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(2) Absent an agreed order or judgment under subdivision (1) of this subsection:

{]) counsel may submit a proposed order cr judgment to the Court no earlier than 10
' davs (mailbox rule applies) after serving thai proposed order cr judgment o, a.

other counsel, unless all counsel agree to submit^ me proposed fcm «r,d
alternative forms of the order or judgment before that date,

(!i} at the time of submission, the proponent shall certify to the Court that the proposed
' order or judgment was served on all counsel and descr.be ,> tne C^Jhe

substance of all communications received from all counsel regarding the fc,.,. of

the order or judgment;

(W a oarv obie-tinq to the form of the order cr judgment must prepare an alternative
("" form of border or judgment, specifically state the objections to the proponents

order or judgment, sen.'e the alternative form on an counsel, .no so.,!,, ,..

alternative form to the Court; and

iva a nrooos-d order o' judgment submitted in accordance with this subdivision is
M sub SVSeSg he.d an additional 10 days before the Court will consider the order

or judgment, after which the Court may act without notice to the part.es.

n) The Cnur^ ma" act at anv time without further notice to the parties en a proposed order
{ } ItT i ^osec

e Cnur^ ma" act at anv time without further not p
IrtudcmenT subm tted in accordance with this subsect.cn. Nothing m ^osec

ventT the Court from entering its own form of order or juegmem or re^b tn
dt

preventT the Cou g
Court's ability to enter orders at its discretion

<«

notice to ai! parties.

QX I I I v*f 1 I w *^ ^-^ p* ^* v^

specifies a different deadline.

Rule 2.3. Jhe_Settinq of Cases

(a) The Court shall promulgate a yearly calendar showing which weeks shall be jury or non-jury.

(b) Non-jury matters may be set and tried in jury weeks subject to the jury docket.

(c) At the Court's discretion and subject to the availability of jury panels, the Court may call to trial
a jury matter during a non-jury week.

(H) The Court will set a hearing and place it on the docket ;.o v.-itter^or cra^recuest^cf^a car/
unless the Court requires the request to De ma.e in ,vrwng. i r.e ~jl -^

setting a hearing except:

(1) when a show cause order is necessary; or

(2) when a rule of law requires that an order for a hearing be signed by the Court.
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{e) Temporary guardianship hearings and other natters involving exigent circumstances will take
priority over other proceedings.

m A request for a non-jury hearing must include an *f
matter being set. Counsel requesting the hearing sha ll ino,uu.= tne tim

to the parties

Th. Cou, .

testamentary, muniment of title actions, issuance of letters of
f h

testamy,

motions, and declarations of heirship

(h) The Court hears a mental health docket at least weekly at a regularly scheduled tim

nn of Conflicting Settings

When a counsel has settings in more than one court:

M) a trial on the merits in any court takes precedence over hearings, motions, and other
interlocutory matters in another court;

(2) ai. proceedings in any court take precedence over depositions and other out of court

activities; and

luoti Svis me Lurt of the scheduled argument before Inai commenc...

iiIp 7 5 nisoosltion ol rnnlaated and Ancillary Mailers

(a) On i.s own ™uon or by freemen, 0,

reached.

(b) A pretria! hearing will not be required in^ever

«
has pled .hat a Discovery Control Plan -

to the (

Exhibit

2 co

Dour

C, c

nfe

i S

rence.

n Agre

cheduli

if

ed

ng

ss ^;t^ssy;ri.
Scheduling Order is attached as Appendix D
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(&• When a party believes a case is ready for trial, counsel may request that the case be set ,or
* ' trial bv filing a written request with the Court Administrator. The request may ask for a seeing

-n a specific trial week, but no sooner than 45 days after the date of request, unless leave 01
Court is obtained or all counsel agree to an earlier setting. The request must be sent &*;>.
counsel A party may file a written objection to the request net later than seven days alter

receiving the request for setting. The objecting party must request a heanng on me ODjecucn.

(e) When requesting a trial setting, counsel shall inform the Court of the estimated time for trial.
Counsel shall make a good-faith estimate of the time required after consulting a!; parties anc
ronsidering proper examination of witnesses, introduction of exhibits, and cross-exarrvn^tion

and rebuttal of witnesses reasonably anticipated to be called by ail parties if the time
rony^sted * not sufficient the Court may continue the matter as the Courts docke. a:iows. I.
the Court finds that the counsel requesting the trial setting acted in caa tai;^ in

misreoresenting the time required, the Court may impose appropriate sanctions, inducing
attorneys' fees incurred by any delay in trial and costs and expenses for travel oi v.itiibss^s
and parties who are required to return at a later date as a result of the continued setting.

Rule 2.6. MotioniJGiJ^ntinjJjn^^ and Settlements

(a) A trial or heanng date may not be postponed or changed without Court approval.

(b) Excent as otherwise provided by this subsection, a motion for continuance must be filed not
{) Ser han f° e dTys before the date of a scheduled hearing. A motion for continuance baseo

or faSs occurring on or after the fifth day before the date of a scheduled heanng must oe ;,ed
as soon as possible and will be heard at a time set by the Court.

sn,'C) If counsel agree to continue a hearing, the counsel initiating the request for continuance
[) L%The Court immediately and the Court will decide whether to grant the continuance

counsel fails to notify the Court within a reasonable time before the date of the neanng. u,«

Court may impose appropriate sanctions.

id) \* the oarties reach a settlement, the counsel representing the party seeking affirmative relief
sha^ notify the Court of the settlement in writing and that the heanng date .s no W
needed If counsel fans to notify the Court within a reasonable t.me before tne oat, c, ,-e

hearing, the Court may impose appropriate sanctions.

(e^ On receivina notice of a settlement, the Court shell set the matte- for dismissal on a date not
earlier than 30 days after the date the notice was filed.

RyJe2/L_PretriaJ

a
If not otherwise addressed in a Scheduling Order, the Court wiil conduct a pretriai conference
at leas 10 days before the scheduled trial date. Trials will begin on Mondays or ,he first
alatlabe day after Monday in the event of a Courthouse closure. At the pretnal conference
Si Court ^ hear and consider all pending preliminary, pretriaj. and dispositive melons, an
matters Bef^e the oresentation of ^ny evidence to tne jury, the parues shell p.tsent t. .,.„
Court L each other a oroposed jury charge *or any issue on which the party present^, tne
charae carries the burden of proof, unless the Court requires the proposed jury 01.30,9 io o~
submitted to the Court earlier The Court reserves the right to require the parties to present
their proposed jury charges 10 days before the scheduled trial da.e.

(b) A^ the pretriai conference, counsel are expected to identify for the Court the issues thai are
disputed and to be familiar with the authorities applicable to the questions of law rai^o at
pretnat Failure to comply with this Rule is grounds to postpone the tr.al, require turtner
pretriai hearings, or other appropriate sanction.
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(c) If counsel for a party fails to appear at a pretrial conference, the Court may:

(1) rule on all motions, dilatory pleas, and exceptions in the absence of that counsel;

(2) declare any motions, dilatory pleas, or exceptons of the absent counsel waived;

(3) advance or delay the trial setting according to the convenience of the counsel

present;

(4) pass and reset the pretriai; or

(5) if the absent counsel represents the plaintiff:

(i) decline to set the case for trial;

(ii) cancel a setting previously made; or

(iii) dismiss the case for want of prosecution.

l&< Counsel appearing at the pretrial either shall be the attorney who will try the case or shall be
'■ ' familiar with the case and be fully authorized to state the party's position on ,he ,aw and ,he

facts make stipulations, and enter into settlement negotiations as trial counsel. If the Court
f.nds'that the appearing counsel is not qualified, the Court may deem that counsel tor t,,ai

party did not appear.

Rule 2.8. Trial Procedure

(a) Except as otherwise specified in a scheduling order cr by leave of Court a dilatory pleading
■ such as special exceptions or a plea in abatement, must be filed not later tnan 30 d.ys bc.ure

a scheduled trial date.

(b) All contested and ancillary matters are specially set. Counsel may request only one additol
setting as a second setting. A second setting will be called to trial if the case w.th tnB num.G,

one setting on that date does not proceed.

M Except as otherwise ordered by the Court, when reporting for trial, counsel shall deliver to the
{l court and other counsel a witness list, exhibit list, and any motion in limine A witness or

exhibit that was not disclosed as required by this subsection may be offered a tne trial on,y b,
feave of Court Before the trial starts, counsel shall mark all exhibits and exchange them w.tn
opposing counsel so that the trial will not be delayea.

fd) Counsel intending to offer videotaped depositions or other films at trial
^ solely for impeachment, must make the tapes and films availab.e to °PP°s'''9

sufficiently in advance of trial so that a hearing on any objections can be held beta e tne st
of thai Any tapes or films not so tendered will not be permittee into evidence at ^ A.,
counsel must timely examine any tendered tapes or films and request a hearing immediately^
there are objections to the admiss.biiity of any part of the tapes or films. Any oojeaion. n,,

heard prior to trial are waived.

:e) Counsel shall stipulate to all facts that are not in dispute and waive formal proof as to any
' ' documents to be introduced about which there is no dispute as to authenticity.

Rule 2.9. Motion Practice

(a) Counsel are encouraged to resolve pretrial disputes to avoid the need for judicial
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(b) The Court wiil not set a notion for hearing unless the moving counsel certifies in the motion or
in a letter filed contemporaneously with the motion that counsel conferred or attempted to

confer with opposing counsel regarding the motion. The certification must conrcrm

substantially to the following:

"A conference was held on (date) with (name of opposing counsel! on the merits

of this motion. Agreement couid not be reached."

or

■'A conference was not held with (name of opposing counsel) on the merits of this

motion because (explanation of inability to confer).'7

,'c) The Court Administrator is responsible for scheduling the dates and times for hearings. Or,
obtainina a date and time for a hearing, the moving counsel shall immediately noti:y a,.
counsel "in writing as to the cate, time, and subject matter of the hearing. The moving counsel

shall provide a copy of the notice to the Court Administrator.

(d) By agreement, counsel may submit a matter for decision by the Court without a hearing. The
Court should be advised in writing when this procedure is desired.

(e) When requesting a hearing on a motion, counsel shall inform the Court of the estimated time
for the hearing Counsel shall make a good-faith estimate of the time required after consulting
all parties and considering proper examination of witnesses, introduction of exhioits. an.
cross-examination and rebLttal of witnesses reasonably anticipated to be cailea oy an c: tne
parties If the time requested is not sufficient, the Court may continue the matter as the
Court's docket allows If the Court finds that the counsel requesting the hearing acted in bad
faith -n misrepresenting the time required, the Court may impose appropriate sanctions,

includina attorneys' fees incurred by any delay in the hearing and costs and expenses .or
travel of witnesses and parties who are required to return at a later uate as a result o. t. .e

continued hearing.

Rule 2.10. Hearinqs Conducted by Electronic Devices

Generally the Court does not permit telephonic hearings or hearings at which a party, witness, cr
coTnsappears remotelv A telephonic hearing or hearing at which a party, witness, or counsel seek,
appea°™toy must be preapproved by the Court through the Court Administrator. Thereques.ng

party shall make the request in writing to the Court and send a copy o the request to a P^ T^
party requiting the telephonic or remotely-attended hearing shall coordinate and faci tate ell
Connections and communications before making the request. The party requeststhe: tdepnon, or
remotely-attended hearing shall ensure the ability of the coun reporter to taKe an aca, ate e^ ,
proceeding The Court will not permit a telephonic or remotely-attended hearing to be conooc^o
S^S use of a cellular teiephone or other cellular device. At the Court's c^cre ,on t^ Court rn-y
terminate a telephonically or remotely-attended hearing and continue tne hearing a, a later dote m t,o

presence of the Court.

Rule 2.11. Deposition Guidelines

(a) The Court adopts these guidelines to promote uniformity and save time and expense resulting
' from discovery disputes. The Court encourages counsel to stnve for agreement on discovery

mattes Absent agreement, counsel may submit discovery disputes lor Court resolution by
filing^ proper motion. Tne Court may require a hearing before acting on a motion relating ,o a

discovery dispute.
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(b) The party initiating a deposition may elect to take the deposition orally or en written questions,

and ail counsel may elect to cross-examine orally or on written questions.

(z's Before noticing an oral deposition, the attorney initiating an oral deposition shall attempt tc

confer with all counsel tc reach an agreement as to date, time, place, and materials tc be

furnished at the deposition. Failure to make an adequate attempt to confer as required by

this subsection is grounds to quash the deposition. A notice of deposition must describe

the efforts tc reach agreement in a statement that conforms substantially to the following:

"A conference was held (or attempted) with opposing counsel to agree on a date,

time, place, and materials to be furnished at the deposition. Agreement could not

be reached (or counsel did not respond) and the deposition is being taken

pursuant tc this notice (or agreement was reached and this notice complies with

the agreement)."

(d) Notice of less than 10 days under Tex. R. Civ. P. 21a and 202.3(a.) is presumed to be

unreasonable.

(e) A deposition may be noticed in:

(1) the county of the witness's residence or the county where the witness is employed cr

regularly transacts business in person;

(2) the county of suit if the witness is a party cr a person designated by a party under Tex.

R. Civ. P.'i99.2(b)(1):

(3) the county where the witness was served with the subpoena, or within 150 miles of the
place cf service, if the witness is not a resident of Texas or is a transient person; or

(4) any other convenient piace directed by the Court in which the case is pending.

'.12. Matters Requiring Immediate Action

(a) A pleading requesting immediate action or relief, such as an application for temporary

r«st--ainina order receivership, temporary administration, temporary guardianship, or a
request to examine the contents of a safe deposit box will not be considered by the Court unt.l
the pleading has been filed with the Clerk, unless it is impossible to do so. If it is impossicle to
file such a pleading before it is presented to the Court, the presenting party shall v,e the

pleading as soon as possible and the Clerk notified of all actions taken by the Court.

(b) A party requesting relief ex parte shall notify ail parties of the intent to present the request, for
relief to the Court ex parte. The requesting counsel must provide notice to all parties not la.er
than two hours before the time the counsel intends tc present the request ex parte and state
in the notice the time and place the request will be presented. An application for relief ex
parte must include a certificate by counsel that states whether the party against whom relief is
being sought is ^presented by counsel in the matter that is the basis of the relief sought sr.o.

if so, the name, address, and telephone number of that counsel.

Eyk-l^---£l^l§^^C^e_^LPj^ces.s

fa) The Court considers a person authorized to serve citations and other notices under Tex. R.
"■ ' Civ P 103 to be an officer of the Court. A person who files a false return or engages in

service contrary to law or rule is subject to punishment for contempt and is subject to losing

the privilege of serving citations and notices in this County.
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(b i The Court will not sign a proposed order authoring private sendee unce^Tex .; C.v P -;
^ ' unless the pany requesting private service files a certificate u, cou,** s^ng ^ t ■-

individual to be authorized to serve a citation or notice >s at leas, 18 years of ,ce,s, r.o.
pa"r\> and has no interest in the outcome of the case for which the autnonzation ,s soug,,.

ir) A proposed order authorizing private service must conform to a", Procedures adrrinistered by
the Denton County District Clerk on behalf of all courts of record in Denton Count,.

le 2 14 Motions to ^!ilhjlr^^!l!I[r^^^r-ord and MotiensJo^ub^tiMgjCjM^el

(a) A motion to withdraw as attorney of record requires a hearing with written notice to a!! course.
' ' and the client except as otherwise provided by this section.

(b) A motion to withdraw that includes a request to substitute another attorney does not require a

hearing if:

(1) the mot,on is fled at least 45 days before a scheduled court date, including a finai hearing;

(2) the motion contains the client* written and signed consent to the withdrawal; and

(3) the substituting attorney makes an appearance pursuant to Tex. R. Civ. P. 10 and Tex. R.

Civ, P. 57.

t 45 days before the date scheduled for a final hearing dees
ntains the client's written and signed consent to tne

withdraw filed later than 45 days before the datef^^t^e^
a hearing if the motion is agreed to in writing by ah part.* of recaa and ,he -,.-. ■

withdrawal.

SSSSS5ESSSSS3HS
h f a party

SSSSS5E
filing of an objection or at the reques; of a party.

CHAPTER 3. DISMJSSALFORWMilOFPRgS^

RjjJe_3J^_Cjise^

The Court may select a case for dismissal for want of prosecution under Tex. R. Civ. P. 165a if.

(a) the case has been on file for more than 180 days and an answer has not been filed;

(b) the case has been on file for more than 12 months, has not been set for trial, and has
filings or settings in the preceding 1 bO days,

(c) a party to the case or the party's attorney has failed to take an action ordered by the Court

i&! basec o,, t;.e record of the case *he Court determines further prosecution is not likeiv to

Rule 3.2. Notice

or

occur.

cause for the case to be retained or, the docket.
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CHAPTER 4. RULES OF DECORUM

R'i'e " 1 General Ru|g£^C

'"he scheduled time for eacn court session. When the baiiuf cails t,;e -uun o ^.^,, ...

persons in the courtroom shall observe complete order.

(b) In the courtrooms, a person may not;

(1; use tobacco;

{2) chew gum;

(3) read newspapers or magazines;

(41 possess a bottle, cup, or other beverage container, other than bottled water or
" Court-provided water p,tchers and cups, excepi for jur,rs,

(5) eat food;

(6) rest feet on tables or chairs;

(7) make noise or talk in a manner that interferes with court proceedings, including .sine

cellular phones; or

(8) if the person is a juror, use an electronic device.

titles and surnames rather than f.rsl names.

,0) Th- Court shall administer the oath in a manner f^* ™PreSS the witneM ^ **
' importance and solemnity of ihe promiss to adhere to the tru»,

;„ All persons appearing before fne Court shall dress appropriately for ecu, s«sions.

Rule 4 9 C_gjQduj2t_oLQounse!

"Counsel should observe the .etter and ^^^^^-i/^^^S
including those dealing with discussion o .cases w, h ropres
concerning improper ex carte communications witn the Cou.t.

,» Counsel should adv,se their clients and witnesses of the local Rules of Decorum.

^ All objects, arguments, and other comments by counsel shall oe cirectec to ;he Court c
jurv and <io: to opposing course!.

,d, While another attorney is address.ng the Court or jury, an attorney should not s.ano ror a,,-

purpose except to make an objection.

(9) Counsel should no, aPProaoh the bench without leave of Court and may not lean on th
bench.

(f) Counsel shall remain seateo^Uhecc^
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(1) when the Judge or jury enters and leaves;

(2) when addressing the Court or jury;

(3) when necessary to handle documents, exhibits, or other evidence, and

(4) with leave o? Court.

Counsel should anticipate any need to move furniture, appliances, or easels^and juake

advance s
3rr^nqements with the bailiff. Tables should not ce moved curing cour, .ess^n..

APPROVED this day of January, 2012.

The Honorable Bonme J Robison

Presiding Judge

Denton County Probate Court

Denton County, Texas

The Honorable David W. Jahn

Associate Judge

Denton County Probate Court

Dentcn County, Texas

Amended as of January 2012
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