Jury r roceedinr~ Addendum to Cu VIL Jderatin  an for the

District and County Courts of McLennan County
Effective on and after October 1, 2020

Recogi ingthe need to ensure the health and safety of jurors, litigants, attorneys, visitors, court st: 'S,

i d other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the district and county courts of McLennar
will implement, in addition to the procedures and protocols in the previously submitted €~/ -19 Operatin_, . .,
the following protective . 2asures for jury proceedings:
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All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and Court of Criminal
Appeals, including conducting in-person jury proceedings according to the guidance issued by the Office of
Court Administration.

The justice courts will not conduct an in-person jury proceeding until the Supreme Court permits such
proceedings.

Judges of the district courts, constitutional and statutory county courts, and statutory probate courts will
conduct in-person jury proceedings in accordance with the previously approved Operating Plan and this
addendum only after this jury proceeding addendum is submitted and accepted by the Regional Presiding
Judge.

Not more than five days before an approved in-person jury proceeding is scheduled to occur, the local
administrative district judge or designee will consult with the local public health authority to verify that local
health conditions and plan precautions are appropriate for the jury proceeding to proceed.

Exce criminal cases where confinement in jail or prison is a po  1tial punishment, judges may conduct
remote jury proceedings if the court follows the requirements of the hearings on objections or motions
section below and ensures that all potential and selected petit jurors have access to technology to participate
remotely. Judges may conduct remote jury proceedings in a criminal case where confinement in jail or prison
is a potential punishment only with appropriate waivers and consent obtained on the record from the
defendant and the prosecutor.

.- Proceeding Approval ™= cess

1. Judges wishing to conduct a jury proceeding will follow the procedure detailed below to obtain approval to proceed
with the jury proceeding from the local administrative district judge and Regional Presiding Judge:

In an attempt to return to a safe and operational system for conducting jury trials the following procedures are
implemented by the Court in order to avoid risk of COVID-19 exposure to the public, jurors, court staff, parties, and
attorneys. All attorneys, parties, witnesses, bailiffs, sheriff's deputies, court administrators and court reporters are
ORDERED to comply with the procedures set forth herein. Furthermore, all attorneys, parties, witnesses, bailiffs,
sheriff's deputies, court administrators and court reporters are ORDERED to comply with the COVID-19 Operating Plan
for the Mclennan County Judiciary enacted by Local Administrative Judge Ralph Strother and approved by Regional
Administrative Judge Billy Ray Stubblefield.

2. A judge seeking permission for a trial will inform the Local Administrative District Judge via email the expected length
of the trial and any circumstances requiring additional resources, e.g. security, medical resources, or additional
personnel.









1. The following attached (drawing C and D) details how each of the courtrooms or facilities will be arranged
i 1f jury proceeding:?
Jury empar ing and voir dire examination will occur in the McLennan Room of the Waco Convention Center.

Tt attached drawing (Attachment C) is a schematic of the facility showing howp ve jurors will be
appropriately socially distanced and seated. The small rectangles in the lower right portion of t Ning
represent the arrangement of counsel table and judge’s bench.

The trial proper will be held in the McLennan County Annex Courtroom. The attached drawing (Attachment
D) illustrates how jurors, counsel, judge and court reporter will be arranged. The jury will deliberate in the
courtroom. All other personnel will exit the courtroom during jury deliberations. This will allow jurors to be

appropriately social distanced during deliberations.

cunsel, jurors, witnesses, court reporter, and bailiff will be arrangedinea cou morfa yc









When you show up for jury duty, be sure to have completed the form on the front tl
1d the /' q ionnaire attached.

rase report to the McCLENNAN ROOM located at the WACO CONVENTION CENTER

EXEMPTIONS FROM JURY SERVICE (Texas Government Code, Section 62.106)

1. You are over 70 years of age.

2. You have legal custody of a child or children younger than 12 years of age and service on the jury would require
lean  the child or children without adequate supervision.

3. You are a student at a public or private high school.

4, You are enrolled and in actual attendance at an institution of higher education.

5. You are an officer or an employee of the senate, the House of Representatives, or any department,
commission, board, office, or other agency in the legislative branch of stategovernment.

6. You are the primary caretaker of a person who is unable to care for himself or herself. {This exemption does
not apply to you if you are a primary caretaker only in your capacity as a health care worker.)

7. You are a member of the United States military forces serving on active duty and deployed to a location away
from your home station and out of your county of residence;

8. You have been summoned for jury service in this county and you have served as a petit juror in this county
during the three-year period prior to the date you are required to appear by this summons.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR JURY SERVICE (Texas Government Code, Section 62.102)

To be qualified to serve as a juror you rmust:
1. be at least 18 years of age;
2. be a citizen of the United States;
3. be aresident of this state and a resident of the county in which you are to serve as a juror;
4. be qualified under the Constitution and laws to vote in the county in which you are to serve as a juror (Note:
You do not have to be registered to vote to be qualified tovote);
5. be of sound mind and good moral character; 6.be able to read and write;
7.not have served as a juror for six days during the preceding three months in the county court or during
the preceding six months in the district court;and
8. not have been convicted of, or be under indictment or other legal accusation for, misdemeanor theft or a felony.

You may claim an exemption ahead of time by emailing jury@co.mclennan.tx.us or signing below and
¢ f[ying that you are ex )t or disqualified for the reason circled above.
To mail back to our office, the Post office requires that you put this summons in an envelope.
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