
Jury Proceeding Addendum to COVID-19 Operating plan for the
Ector County Judiciary

Effective on ond ofter October 7,202A

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of jurors, litigants, attorneys, visitors,
court staff, judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the courts of Ector
county will implement, in addition to the procedures and protocols in the previously submitted covlD-
19 operating Plan, the following protective measures for jury proceedings:

General

L' All judges will comply with the Emergency orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and
court of criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person jury proceedings according to the
guidance issued by the office of court Administration.

2' The justice courts will not conduct an in-person Jury proceeding until the Supreme Court
permits such proceedings.

3' Judges of the district courts, constitutional and statutory county courts, and statutory probate
courts will conduct in-person jury proceedings in accordance with the previously approved
operating Plan and this addendum only after this jury proceeding addendum is submitted and
accepted by the Regional presiding Judge.

4' Not more than five days before an approved in-person jury proceeding is scheduled to occur,
the local administrative district judge or designee will consult with the local public health
authority to verify that local health conditions and plan precautions are appropriate for the jury
proceeding to proceed.

5' Except for criminal cases where confinement in jail or prison is a potential punishment, judges
may conduct remote jury proceedings if the court follows the requirements of the hearings on
objections or motions section below and ensures that all potential and selected petit jurors
have access to technology to participate remotely. Judges may conduct remote jury
proceedings in a criminal case where confinement in jail or prison is a potential punishment
only with appropriate waivers and consent obtained on the record from the defendant and the
prosecutor.

Jurv Procaedlng Apnroval process

t' Judges wishing to conduct a jury proceeding will follow the procedure detailed below to obtain
approval to proceed with the jury proceeding from the local administrative district judge and
Regional presiding Judge:
Judges should contact the local Administrative Judge at least 60 days before the deiired dateto conduct a jury proceeding and the Local Administrative Judge shall contact the Regional
Presiding Judge at least 45 days before the desired date to conduct a jury proceeding. Alljudges
shall be familiar with and compty with the terms and provisions of all Emergency orders as well
as the contents of this Addendum and its attachments.

1.



2' The local administrative judge will, not more than five days before the jury proceeding, consult
the local public health authority to verify that the local health conditions and plan precautions
are appropriate for the jury proceeding to proceed with the following procedure:
The local administrative judge shall check with the appropriate local health authorities not more
than 5 days before the jury proceeding to insure there has not been a change of circumstances,
€.8., 0 spike in COVID cases, that would make going forward with the jury proceeding untenable.

Hoarln{p on .Pble*io$jrr Mqtlgps Relaled tq F,f grepdi *r g

7. Parties who are scheduled for a jury proceeding are encouraged to make any objections or
motions related to the proceeding at least 10 days prior to the trial setting.

2' Any objections or motions related to proceeding with a jury trial will be heard by the judge
presiding over the case at least seven days prior to the jury proceeding or as soon as practicable
as long as the objection or motion is made or filed in a timely manner.

Co.mfnunication Protocols

1" Each judge with an approved in-person jury proceeding will require the parties to communicate
with the court if any participant in the jury proceeding, including attorneys, parties, attorney
support staff, or witnesses, has tested positive for COVID-19 within the previous 30 days prior
to any portion of the jury proceeding, currently has symptoms of CoVID-19, or has had recent
known exposure to COVID-19.

Z. lf the approved in-person jury proceeding involves an incarcerated participant, the judge will
require the sheriff to report any positive COVID-19 test of the incarcerated participant within
the previous 30 days prior to any portion of the jury proceeding, any current symptoms of
COVID-19, or any recent known exposure to COVID-19,

$chadufijH

t. A judge who obtains approval for an in-person jury proceeding will schedule no more than ten
cases for that jury trial setting, unless pre-approval for larger dockets is obtained from the
Regional Presiding Judge.

2' Judges should attempt to alert parties who will not be proceeding prior to the day of trial to
reduce attendance at the court facility.

Sl*$monifl*,,Xurcrs

1. The jury clerk must include with in-person juror summonses information regarding precautions
that have been taken to protect the health and safety of prospective jurors (see Attaghment A)1

1 lnclude as Attachment A the inforrnation that the court will include with sumrnonses.
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and COVID questionnaires (see Attachment B)2 that elicit from prospective jurors information
about their exposure or vulnerability to COVID-19.

2, Judges will consider using juror questionnaires for voir dire to assist in shortening the length of
voir dire or the number of venirepersons.

3. Excuses or requests to reschedule from in-person prospective jurors who have been potentially
exposed, who are symptomatic, and who are vulnerable or live with someone vulnerable to
COVID-19 will be liberally granted.

Locatjon fgr iur.v $S|Fc!.tof " Tri,,pl, and Delib€rptian

L' The following locations have sufficient space to permit adequate social distancing and will be
used for in-person jury proceedings:3

a. Jury Qualification: Barn G, Ector County Coliseum or Courthouse CentralJury Room
b. Voir Dire: Barn G, Ector County Coliseum or Courthouse Courtrooms
c. Trial: District and County Courtrooms
d. Jury Deliberation: centralJury Room and courtrooms

2. Security protocols at the locations for jury proceedings have been reviewed with the
appropriate courthouse security personnel and are adequate for the proceeding.

Screenlng

t. ln addition to the requirements of the previously submitted in-person Operating plan, all court
participants and observers attending an in-person jury proceeding will be screened for elevated
temperatures and will be questioned to determine if the individual has recently had symptoms
of COVID-19 or been exposed to COVTD-19.

2. All participants in a trial who are incarcerated will be screened by the jail/prison prior to
transport to the courtroom and any known exposure, symptoms, or COVID-19 positive test
results within the past 30 days will be reported to the judge presiding over the jury trial prior to
the transport of the participant to the courtroom.

Fa{e Cpvsrinq,f

1'. ln addition to the requirements of the previously submitted in-person operating plan, all
persons entering the common areas of a courthouse, including a courtroom or any other
location being used to conduct a jury trial, will be required to wear a face covering at all times
unless the person is an individual that is not recommended to wear a mask by the Centers for
Disease control or the Texas Department of state Health services,

2 lnclude as Attachment B the covlD questionnaire that the court will include with summonses, A sample CoVID
questionnaire is avaitabte at hlta*#ltqmftlggd$gdlg/:H49??glnerir:ifi e!dlm:.es$d;lg:plp.:
fgrggrync.p3f,
3 court who may need to hold a proceeding outside of the courthouse should review chapter 292 ofthe Local
Government Code (related to having an auxiliary facility designated as a courthouse) and Government code Sections
24'033(b) (district courts), 25.0019(b) (statutory county courts), 25,0032(b) (statutory probate courts), 26.009(b)
(constitutional county courts), 27.o5L5 (justice courts), 29.015 (municipal courts), and 30.000123 (municipal courts ofrecord)-relating to designating alternative locations for proceedings,
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2' All court participants will be required to wear face coverings from jury qualification through the
end of trial,

3' Court participants who may need to lower their face mask to speak or for a short period of time
will be required to wear a face shield. When speaking, judges will permit a court participant to
lower his or her mask so long as a face shield is worn, and the person speaking is immobile.

L' Social distancing of all court participants and observers will be maintained at all times during
the jury proceeding, including during the trial and deliberation.

2' Special attention will be paid by courts to ensure adequate social distancing and managed exits
of individuals during breaks, especially when dismissing large groups of people for a break.

Altern{ie Jurars

1' Each judge with an approved in-person jury proceeding will be encouraged to consider selecting
alternate jurors to permit the trial to continue in the event of a juror becoming ineligible to
serve for a reason unrelated to that person's exposure to or contraction of CoVID-19.

Arra4#qment,,gf Cqunropm

L' The following description (or attached drawing) details how each of the courtrooms or facilities
will be arranged during the jury proceeding:a

See attached Exhibits A-K. Any social distancing not readily apparent, will be clearly marked
with tape.

Micrcnh*ne Pgptecticn protqeol{

L' Judges will limit, to the degree possible, the shared use of microphones during the jury
proceeding.

2' lf a microphone must be shared, judges will limit the passing of the microphone unless the
microphone is cleaned between each user.

3' Disposable microphone covers will be placed on shared microphones and changed between
each user.

ExhihtS/tv,ld*ncs Ma nqqenter]

1' Judges will limit, to the degree possible, the use of physical or paper exhibits/evidence where
feasible or appropriate by converting the exhibit/evidence to a digital form,

2' when physical or paper exhibits/evidence is required, judges will reduce the exchange of that
exhibit/evidence to the number of persons necessary and will limit passing the exhibit/evidence
to the individual members of the jury.

3' lf an exhibit/evidence is required to be transferred from person-to-person, single use gloves
will be provided, worn, and discarded immediately after handling the exhibit/evidence.

a lnclude where the judge, parties/counsel, jurors, witnesses, court reporter, and bailiff will be arranged in eachcourtroom or facility during each phase of the trial.

$oclgl Distanelnq
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4. During jury deliberations, judges will make efforts to provlde the jury wlth access to digital
exhibits/evldence that would normally be shared with the Jury during deliberation, Where
digital exhibits/evidence is not feasible, judges will consider llmiting the transfer of the
exhiblts/evidence from Juror-to-juror by spreading the exhibits/evldence on a table for
inspection from the table in the jury deliberation room.

Witnesses

t, Judges will lnquire whether wltnesses to the proceedings have COVID-related issues.
2. To the degree constitutionally permissible or with the consent of the parties, Judges will permit

witnesses to testify remotely via videoconference, especially if that witness has symptoms of
or a recent posltive test for COVID'19, has been recently exposed, or is vulnerabte to contracting
covtD-19.

Food Precautions

7, Courts that provide food to jurors or other participants during a jury proceeding wlll ensure
individual food portions, such as lndividually boxed meals, are provided.

9leanlne

t'. ln addition to the requlrements of the previously submitted in-person Operating plan, frequent
cleaning protocols in the courtrooms and facllities will be maintained throughout the jury
proceeding as appropriate.

2. Shared spaces such as witness stands, seating in the gallery, and seating during
qualification/voir dlre will be cleaned during transitions of those spaces.

3' Seats for members of the Jury panel and selected jurors will be asslgned to reduce potential
transmlssion and the need for more frequent cleaning.

I have attempted to confer with all judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building regarding
the Jury Proceeding'Addendum to the Operating Plan. ln developing the plan, I consulted wlth the local
health authority and county judge, documentation of which is attached to thls plan. I will ensure that
the judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building covered by this Operating plan conduct
proceedings conslstent with the plan.

Date: September 30 t. zozO
UJS4 /*-\

Local Adminlstrative District Judge
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ilfitil lil flfrt ffit ilil tffi $tf ffiill$ilill ltll

tharlff
Ector County

300 N. Grant, Room 301
Odessa, TXlgT6t

,.v,t'rj !i/ ; r" 
gt_1 !l! ! ql r[t,"U$/lgry

Dear Proepeetlw Juror:
YOU ARE HER€8Y SUMIYIONED
. TOAPPEABATTHEEGTON

e*.ulYl: co,J.r5$tIk1. : E* !3. N- g
FORJURYSERVICE ON THE
DATE AI(D TIMI SPECIFIED

BEtOWI

Itltt,r,'lttlllltthlLllpllll.ltf trtlsltpl,,lf llff f 
,rf,,gllrfll

JUROR No.t tSB
0ATE: Monday,OctoberS,2010
TIME: 9:30 AM

sUMMoNs NO.': gMH0lgg68z
*Usa li/s Na. for yg11.!1gg!onltne rctponco,

8,{LW.s;



- lou **F rirri.r,ir* su$Msrso-t6'ArisAn
A5 A FROSPECNVE JUROR FOR THE DISTRICT COUIITS
lfi EcfOR coUNW,.Any updtrer, changes, dckyr, sr
ancrllrtlons of .thls lummons wlll he paitcd ,t
v'y{ir:.r. rr.i,Ittir.tI,llt/iltry,

"/.) r

,/,$.iut*-,sc -ll"l^'" ' (.l,rrllrir Wlhlt"r
Dlrtrlct Clark of Ector County, Texas

ln conrldrrtlon of thc hlrlth and crfety
of tho locrl communlty end courl $!ff, your

Of{LINE RESPONSES tO IhO JUROR qOFSNONiIAIRE
(ltrcludtnr COVID-19 PRE.SCREEN|NG gu!nlonrl

MUST BE sU8MIYT8D IITIIMEOIATEIYI
beforc you rcpon fff yourlury rervlcr.

Bdng thh po*card wlth you
when you r.cport for your fury crrv{ce.

r+ S Ys{J **t tr{gfn{Jfi&oyor
l. LOGIN AT r*wrr-cri,tcq1:!*i1l1u1y To RESPoND oNuNt TMMEDIATELy to the requtred covtD-lg

PnstscREEN'NG eno Juf,cinbUiilbruttnss,
r lf you do not hrve rccess to tlc lntelnet orll fil{ 498.4290 to r€qu€st the cluk to provldo ptper coplcs

of the Questlonnalrer,
+ the court may ontaciyal for oddltlongl rcreenlng prlor to your schdulcd nppGirrifigtr,r Aftar yq{ thl clork tt (4t21 499,4290 lf a heElrhcaro provlder or

d€ptllfient herlth cqncernc,
2,

at4

Do NoJ brlngr 6Ut{s, NNIVES or WEAPot'is to the GOusEuM or coURTHou$t. you wlll besesrchad.
. Face mssk requhcd. propcrc.lcttrl{g 

ry$t{rcdt l!-0T ftiMlr,f,fpl jfiortl, sic*velasr.chtf,t5,.hrts, fllp-llopr.



t){:;r r' 1''r'riripi:i:l ivrl,lrr rer'.

l!)i;i (l(ri)!J)lr't,.;il tlilt::i{.i,t)ltrtt}'c r,,i{i}, ri..r rrJl,'11,,(}il l'itlii,ll Jr,r ltr,'},.ii,'l'!r(';)

l, SYMPTOMS NOW OR WITHIN I5 DAYS Plr.If)R T'O SUMMONSIID API'I,IARANCI DATD: check any thnt nppl

to Y0() or A MSMIIER OF'YOUR I{OUS0HOI.,II

** Fcvcr (obove 100,0) 

- 

Ch'rngc in lastc or sme,ll *.__ Corrgh -__ Nutrscl or Vomitir:g

--.-* Hcndachc -=*_ Shortncss of f]reoth/Difticulty Breailring ,_ . . DianJrca _-._". Chills

.-- Musole pa in or body uchcs * .- - Congestion ol Rurury Nosc __.. . _ $ore thront _, -* Fatigutr

*-* I ccrtifly thoi NONIJ of tlre symptoms nbovc havc been expericnccd by me or a nlembe r of rny houschold withirr
I 5 duys prccedirrg rrry sunlnonscd appenrurrclc,

IP YOU ARE I1]XPANII'NCIN(-; ANY OF THN ABOVE SYMI,TOM"S, CAI,L I'TIE DI$TRIC.T CT,DRK'S
OITFICE AT (432) 498-4290 til I i )il r. RltpOR'ftNG FOR JUIfV SURVIC.E;

'), CONTACT IIISTORY - clteck any (ltat apply to YOU or A MEMBLII{ OP YCJiJlt HOUSEI{OLD;

I ot'n rnembct'o{'rny hrrrisehold hzrs becu diagnosed witlr COVlD"lg witlrin tlrc past 4 months;
l or a mentb$l of nry houseltold hus bcen in close c0ntact with sorrreonc cxposecl lo or infcotcd with COVID-19 in

the lnst l4 dnys;

I or a mentbcr of tn.v household arc currcnt:ly olr 0 watcll list or self-quararrtining because of'possiblc COVID-19
exl)oriutc;

.*--_ NONE of the rrbove npply,

In ANY Or THE ABOVE APPI,Y, CAr"L Ttltt DISTIII{IT' CLERK'S OIflr'lL'D A'l'(432) 495-4?9A

Jllilr'{ !lj t:i RDI'OR'I'IN(; trOR JUnY SI{lIrVlCb,

l. covlD.I9 RDLAT0D EXcu'sE oll IlxTRNsloN - Individuals who nre over ai{e 65 and individuals with scrious

trlldcrlying healtlt corrditiott.s, such os high blood pressure, cluorric lurrg tliscase, diabetes, obesity, flstbtnfl, and those wlrosc

intnttttte systems arv gonprontisod, suclr us hy chemotherapy lbr cancer or other conditions requiring such thcrapy, nro

cunsidet'ed to be Vttlncrablc populatiotrs and ntay reque.st to be cxcuscd frorn jury service nt this time. lf you wish to bc

excrrsed, clrcck ttrc box bclorv,

n I ceilfu Llrnl I ueel (hc ubova-du.scrlbad cont{ltions aill I nm reque,rli,nl; lo he excuserl Ji'om jury stnica hrcnutc o/
those condillotts,

IF YC)U AItTt REQUIIJS'I'ING TO DE RXCUS$D DU[ 'T'O A C()VID-I9 ITOI,ATND RDASON, CAI.,I, TI{I1
DIS RICT CLtrRK'S OFIIICIT A'f (432) 49It-4290 JII .I,'0II I'] RDI'ORTING TOR .IURY STIRVTCE.

4, FACECOVERINGS: Pro.spcctivc.julorsnn:rcquircdlowcnra{acccoveringrvhi)cthcynreinthcooljseurnandthe
courthousc, Indir,[drrrlsarricnoour{lgcdtobringnclothfacucovcringwiththcnr, lfanindividLral doe.srrothaveaclotli
fncccovclirrg,adisposablofhucrnnskwilJ bsprovidod,'I'h*cornpleteCOVID-lgOperatingplanforEctorCounty
Judiciary ls nvnilnblc on ollt, u,cbsilc: \i \\,\\'.("r,.\:r't,rr,l.,\,nii4rtu,.

I ccrtify thc abovc is lrue nrrd cotreal
Signalure dy HrBttr& lrlntecl Name
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Dear Prospective Juror:

Greetings frorn the Ector county courts. we are extremely grateful for yourattendance qnd svairabirity to perform the citizen,s duties as a luioi.
ln order to resume jury trials, we have called upon numerous county officialsand employees to provide their expertise and assistance in order to proceed in amanner that is safe for all particip_ants. The judges formulated a trial plan inaccordance with the requirements of the Texas drprur" cour{ and office of courtAdministration' This plan was reviewed and 

"ppr*"i tt;;'iffi AdministrativeJudge and the Regional Administrative Judge.' The Health Department monitorscovlD numbers daily, and has approved our plan to proceed with the trial.
The coliseum director and staff set up the coliseum to insure that socialdistancing will be maintailred thraughaut the proceedings. coliseum staff will alsosanitize *at'n G's restrcoms and dcorknobs each hour.

The District clerk and staff sent juror notice$ and a covlD questionnaire.
They have aRsrrvered your qrcstions.telepr'oni**rlv and here. As you eRter garn G,Health oepartment stafrmernbers willtake,temp*iutl*s of every person who,snters
the facility' The Purchasing Department has enabled us to provide masks, shieldsto each person,

During this trial, pr'cceedings will take place at Barn G and the Ector countycourthouse' securityin both ptaces will be provided bythe sheriff,s office, and handsanitizing stations are present in both locations. The courls have been reconfiguredto allow for safe distancing during the trial and jurydeliberations.

Thank you again for your participation in this endeavor.

DENN WHALEN
Judge, 701h District Court

300 North Grant Avenue
Room 316, Ector County Courthouse

Odessa, Texas 79761
Telephone (434 49e-42T0

truly yours,

Denn Whalen
Local Administrative Judge
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Exh ibit K

A. Barn G, Ector County Coliseum

r The Ector county Barn G facility has been deslgnated by the Ector county commissionerscourt as an auxiliary courthouse. The facility has z+,000 square feet of space, and seatspotentialjurors ln comfortable individual seats, seais for jurors will be airanged in sucha way to allow proper social dlstanclng during the jury qualification and selectionprocesses to take place there,
r Temperature checks will be conducted cn all potentialiurors and trial participants as theyenter the fctor county Earn G Facility" Rll persons, in.tuoing venire members, will beprcvrded masks and face shierds a5 the!, enter the racitity,

e Masks and face shields will be required at all times for the judge, court personnel,attorneys, litigants, witnesses, members of the venire, trialjurors, and any members ofthe public who come to observe the proceedings. Each will need to wear the mask andshield at all times, except when seated. The [otentialJurors may pull the mask downduring voir dire and whenever called upon to speak.

r The Ector county Barn G Facility has large,restrooril facilities that will be mcnitor,ed bythe court Saillff and coliseum personnel tc allpw three individuals in at a flme. proper
signage will be posted outside restrooms designating only three lndividuals at a tiae,Pathways to the men's and women's restroor *iil be divided by ropes or cords.Restrooms and all door knobs will be sanitized every hour by coliseum personnel.

o Hand sanitizers wlll be placed at entrances and exits at Barn G, They will atso be placed

:Jj*lt 
the restroorn entrances, at the bench, rounr.lirbtes, witness stand and jury

All of the protocols for in.persan hearings that are stated in the covlD-19 operating planfor Ector County wtll be follcwed,

The caurt's pl*n far piacement cf ccunsel t*bles, the witness stand, the judge,s bench,the cler'( csurt reportar, and Juror seatlng has been configured in sueh a way as toaccompllsh proper social distancing prctocois {6 feet} between each perscn.

During bench conferences, the lawyers will remain separated and speak lnto separatemlcrophones.

a
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r The bailifl or designated person, will escort persons out in an orderly fashion, row by
row, in order to eliminate congregating during breaks.

B. CourthouseCourtrooms

o Temperature checks will be conducted daily on all court personnel, jurors and witnesses
as they enter the courtroom.

r lf voir dire proceedings occur at the Ector county courthouse, they will take place in thecentral Jury Room or a courtroom large enough to properly social distance allparticipants

o After any jury is selected at Barn G, the trial willthen commence in the District courtroom
at the Ector County Courthouse.

r Allof the protocols for in-person hearings that are stated in the covlD-1g operating plan
for Ector County will be followed.

r Masks and face shields will be required at all times lor the judge, court personnel,
attorneys, litigants, witnesses, members,of the venire, trialjurois, ano any members ofthe public who come to observe the proceedings. Each will need to wear the mask and
shield at alltimes, except when seated.

o Hand sanitizers will be placed at entrances and exits of the courtroom. They willalso beplaced outside the restroom entrances, at the bench, counsel tables, witness stand andjury room.

o counseltables, the witness stand, the judge's bench, the clerk, court reporter, and juror
seating will be configured in such a way as to accomplish proper social distancingprotocols between each person.

r The courtroom's gallery area will be taped off and marked to identify proper seating forspectators' All spectators will be equipped with masks and shields, and their temperature
will be t*ken by the bailiff before they may enter.

o Durin8 bench conferences, the lawyers will rernain separated and speak into separatemicrophones, to the extent possible.

r The bailiff, or designated person, will escort persons out in an orderly fashion, row byrow, in order to eliminate congregating dunng breaks,

r The jury will deliberate in a courtroom rather than the jury room, in order to malntainsocial distancing protocols,



' Restrooms will be available to jurors on the 2nd and 3rd floors of the courthouse. Theywill
be marked to limit capaclty to three individuals in the restroom at one time, The Court,s
Balliff and other courthouse security officers will be monitortng jurors to prevent
overcrowding in the thlrd floor facllities. Appropriate signage will be posted outside
restrooms, designating only three individuals to be using the facillty at one time.

r Courthouse courtrooms will be sanitized each night by county personnel or their
designee, using an Acticol Fogger machine {or an equivalent sanitizing device).

o During the trial, documentary evidence will be shown digitally, when possible, other
exhibits can be placed on a table so jurors can file by and observe the exhlbit, rather than
passing the documentary evidence from juror to juror. lf they must handle an exhibit,
they will utilize dlsposable gloves.

e This Court recelves regular asslstance from the County in its efforts to maintain
compliance with all orders ln effect, and pertaining to this trlal plan, A representative of
the Ector County Health Department reviewed and approved the Ector County District
Court's Amended Temporary Emergency Order dated August !0,2020, along wlth the
Courts' CoVID-19 Operating Plan for the Ector county Judiciary. The County Health
Department will update the Court regularly about the County,s COVID numbers as we
approach the trial date,

1' The local administrative distrlct Judge wlll, not more than five days before the Juryproceeding, consult with the local public health authority to verify that the local health
conditions and plan precautions are appropriate for the jury proceeding to proceed with
the following procedure:

The Local Administrative Judge will work with the public health authority to evaluate the
current statistics on COVID-19 in Ector county, and confirm whether any significant spike
in the number of cases has been detected. lf so, they will consult further with the full
public health staff, including the staff lmmunologist, and will determine whether
conditions permit the case to proceed as planned. ln that case, the Local Adminlstrative
Judge will further consult with the public health authority ln order to incorporate into
local procedures any additional public health measures or precautions that should be
included in the practices of the trial court.



STACY TROTTER

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

DEBI HAYS

Tuesday, September 29,2020 2:36 PM

STACY TROTTER

RE: Ector County COVID Jury Trial

Good Afternoon Judge Trotter,

I have reviewed your attached Jury Proceeding Addendum to COVID-19 Operating Plan

for the Ector County Judiciary, I appreciate all the time and effort that was dedicated in putting
this together. You have my approval in proceeding with having Jury Trials in Ector County as

long as CDC guidelines are followed. We are working in very difficult times but I understand
that the Judicial System must continue. I trust that your guidelines will also be followed in

order to insure the safety of all our staff, potential jurors and the citizens of Ector County. As

always, please let me know if you need anything else from me. I am here to help and assist

whenever I am needed.

Sincerely,

Debi Hays

Ector County Judge

300 N. Grant, Rm227
Odessa, Texas 79761
Office: (432) 498-4100
Fax: (432) 498-4101-

debi. hays @ectorcou ntytx. gov

-----Original Message-----
From: STACY TROTTER

Sent: Monday, September 28,2020 3:35 PM

To: DEBI HAYS <DEBI.HAYS@ECTORCOUNTYTX.GOV>; BRANDY GARCIA

< B RAN DY.GARCtA@ ECTO RCO U NTYTX. G OV>

Cc: DENN WHALEN <DENN.WHALEN@ectorcountytx.gov>; JAMES RUSH

<JAM ES. R US H @ ecto rcou ntytx. gov>

Subject: Ector County COVID Jury Trial

Judge Hays and Ms. Garcia -
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As with the adoption of the safety plan for the Ector County Judiciary that became effective
6/1,/20, recently issued OCA and Supreme Court guidelines require that a Jury Trial Plan must
be adopted byeach county before any jurytrial may proceed in that county. The courts of
Ector County have worked tirelessly to draft a Plan that is compliant with all necessary
requirements.

The Jury Trial Plan the courts propose is attached for your review. Unfortunately, jury trials
may not proceed in any Ector County District or County Court until a Jury Trial Plan has been
approved by our Regional Presiding Judge (Judge Dean Rucker), the Local Administrative
District Judge, Judge Hays, and the appropriate local health authority. Judge Rucker has

reviewed the attached Plan. He recommended certain modifications which we have
addressed.

At your earliest convenience, please review the attached proposed Plan and let us know if
there are any concerns. lf no changes are necessary, yoU may indicate your approval by
responding to this email or by submitting separate correspondence. lf you believe changes are
required, please outline your suggestions and we will address them immediately. Time is of
the essence. Judge Rush has arranged and is hoping to begin a jury trial on October 5th.
Similarly, Judge Whalen is arranging and hoping to begin a jury trial on October 23rd.

Thank you for your attention to this request. Please contact any of us with any questions or
concerns.

W. STACY TROTTER

Presiding Judge, 358th District Court
Loca I Ad ministrative J udge
Ector County Courthouse
300 N. Grant, Room 322
Odessa, Texas 79761.

Office: (432) 498-4250
Fax: (432) 498-4173
sta cy.trotte r@ ectorcou ntytx. gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication, message, and information, and the other
communications, messages, and documents to which it is attached or which are attached to it,
if any, are intended only for the use of the designated and/or duly authorized recipient(s)
named above and may contain information that is PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL, or PRIVILEGED BY

LAW. lf you are not the intended recipient(s), or you have received this communication in

error, you are notified that any copying, dissemination, use, or disclosure of this
communication is strictly prohibited. Further, if you are not the intended recipient(s), or you
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have received this communication in error, please permanently delete all copies of the
communication and its attachments, if any, without reading them, destroy any hard copies
you may have created, and notify the sender immediately at (4321 498-4250 so that
arrangements can be made to retrieve any transmitted communication, message, or
information. lf you are the intended recipient, please secure the contents of the
communication and information in a manner that conforms to all applicable state and/or
federal laws and regulations that pertain to privacy and confidentiality of such communication
and information. All submitted and received email correspondence that relates to pending
cases will be filed with the Ector County District Clerk for inclusion in the record of said cases.

Any communication directed to the Court or Court personnel via email must comply with Rules

2l and 2ta,Tex. R. Civ. P. Moreover, the provisions of Canon 3B(8) of the Code of Judicial

Conduct should be carefully reviewed before any person associated with or connected to a

pending case attempts to submit any communication, message, or information to the Court or
Court personnel.

-----Origina I Message-----
Fro m : MARGAR ITA SALAZAR < MARGAR lTA. SALAZAR @ ectorcou ntytx.gov>
Sent: Monday, September 28,2020 2:38 PM

To : STACY TROTTE R <sta cy. trotte r@ ecto rco u ntytx. gov>

Subject: COVID jury trial

Margarita Salazar

70th District Court Coordinator
300 N. Grant, Room 316
Odessa, TX 7976t
(432) 498-427 0 Te le p hon e

(432) 498-4173 Fax

WARNING: This document is for official use only. lt contains information that may be
privileged and exempt from public release under the State of Texas Open Records provisions

and Freedom of lnformation Act. This document is not to be released to the public without
the prior approval of the originator. lf you have received this document in error, please notify
the sender immediately at the above telephone number. Thank you.
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STACY TROTTER

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

BRANDY GARCIA

Wednesday, September 30,2020 9:41 AM
STACY TROTTER; DEBI HAYS

DENN WHALEN; JAMES RUSH; DALE CHILDERS

RE: Ector County COVID Jury Trial

Good Morning

The Health Department is good with the jury proceeding addendum to the COVID-19
operating plan for the Ector County judiciary as it has been presented.

Brandy Garcia MPH,RS, DR

Director
Health Department
Ector County Health Department
221. N. Texas 79761
432-6t7-8407

----Origina I M essage-----
From: STACY TROTTER

Sent: Monday, September 28,2020 3:35 PM
To: DEBI HAYS; BRANDY GARCIA

CC: DENN WHALEN; JAMES RUSH

Subject: Ector County COVID Jury Trial

Judge Hays and Ms. Garcia -

As with the adoption of the safety plan for the Ector County Judiciary that became effective
6/1'/20, recently issued OCA and Supreme Court guidelines require that a Jury Trial Plan must
be adopted by each county before any jury trial may proceed in that county. The courts of
Ector County have worked tirelessly to draft a Plan that is compliant with all necessary
requirements.

The Jur,y Trial Plan the courts propose is attached for your review. Unfortunately, jury trials
may not proceed in any Ector County District or County Court until a Jury Trial Plan has been
approved by our Regional PresidingJudge (Judge Dean Rucker), the Local Administrative

1
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DistrictJudge,Judge Hays, and the appropriate local health authority. Judge Rucker has
reviewed the attached Plan. He recommended certain modifications which we have
addressed.

At your earliest convenience, please review the attached proposed Plan and let us know if
there are any concerns. lf no changes are necessary, you may indicate your approval by
responding to this email or by submitting separate correspondence. lf you believe changes are
required, please outline your suggestions and we wilt address them immediately. Time is of
the essence. Judge Rush has arranged and is hoping to begin a jury trial on October 5th.
Similarly, Judge Whalen is arranging and hoping to begin a jury trial on October 23rd.

Thank you for your attention to this request. Please contact any of us with any questions or
concerns.

W. STACY TROTTER

Presiding Judge, 358th District Court
Loca I Administrative J udge
Ector Cou nty Courthouse
300 N. Grant, Room 322
Odessa, Texas 7976t
Office: (4321 498-4250
Fax: (432) 498-4L73
sta cy.trotte r@ ecto rco u ntytx. gov

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication, message, and information, and the other
communications, messages, and documents to which it is attached or which are attached to it,
if any, are intended only for the use of the designated andlor duly authorized recipient(s)
named above and may contain information that is PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL, or PRIVILEGED BY

LAW. lf you are not the intended recipient(s), or you have received this communication in
error, you are notified that any copying, dissemination, use, or disclosure of this
communication is strictly prohibited. Further, if you are not the intended recipient(s), or you
have received this communication in error, please permanently delete all copies of the
communication and its attachments, if any, without reading them, destroy any hard copies
you may have created, and notify the sender immediately at (432) 498-4250 so that
arrangements can be made to retrieve any transmitted communication, message, or
information. lf you are the intended recipient, please secure the contents of the
communication and information in a manner that conforms to all applicable state and/or
federal laws and regulations that pertain to privacy and confidentiality of such communication
and information. All submitted and received email correspondence that relates to pending
cases will be filed with the Ector County District Clerk for inclusion in the record of said cases.
Any communication directed to the Court or Court personnel via email must comply with Rules
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21 and Zla,Tex. R. Civ. P. Moreover, the provisions of Canon 3B(8) of the Code of Judicial
Conduct should be carefully reviewed before any person associated with or connected to a

pending case attempts to submit any communication, message, or information to the Court or
Court personnel,

-----Origina I Message-----
F ro m : MARGAR lrA sA LAZAR < MARGAR lrA. SALAZAR @ ecto rco u ntytx.gov>
Sent: Monday, September 28,2020 2:38 PM
To : STACY TROTTE R <sta cy.trotte r @ ecto rco u ntytx, gov>
Subject: COVID jury trial

Margarita Salazar

70th District Court Coordinator
300 N. Grant, Room 316
Odessa, TX 7976t
(4321 498-427 0 Te lep hon e
(432) 498-4t73 Fax

WARNING: This document is for official use only. lt contains information that may be
privileged and exempt from public release under the State of Texas Open Records provisions
and Freedom of lnformation Act. This document is not to be released to the public withsut
the prior approval of the originator. lf you have received this document in error, please notify
the sender immediately at the above telephone number. Thank you.
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