
COVID-19 Operating Plan for the Terry/Yoakum County Judiciary

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, attorneys, visitors, court

staff, judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the courts of Terry

County and Yoakuin County will implement the following protective measures:

General

1. All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and

Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person proceedings according to the

guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration regarding social distancing, maximum

group size, and other restrictions and precautions.

2. All judges will use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely.

3. The local administrative district judge will maintain regular communication with the local

health authority and county judge and adjust this operating plan as necessary with conditions
in the county.

4. Judges will begin setting non-essential in-person proceedings no sooner than June 1, 2020

Judge and Court Staff Health

1. Judges and court staff who can perform the essential functions of their job remotely will

telework when possible.

2. Judge and Court Staff Monitoring Requirements: Self monitor each individual's temperature

and physical condition and report any issues to the local administrative judge or in his absence

the county judge.

3. Judges or court staff who feel feverish or have measured temperatures equal to or greater

than 100.4°F, or with new or worsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19 such as cough,

shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain,

headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, diarrhea, or having known close contact with a

person who is confirmed to have COVID-19 will not be permitted to enter the building and

should seek medical advice.

4. Judges and court staff may be required to wear face coverings when in a public area and at all

times practice social distancing and appropriate hygiene.

5. Protective Measures: follow recommendations from the local health authority

Scheduling

1. The following court schedules are established to reduce occupancy in the court building:

The courts will schedule cases to be heard at separate dates and times and to the extent

possible avoid mass dockets. Pretrial procedures will be used when possible to lessen the

time and persons in the courtroom. There will be time scheduled between each proceeding

to allow cleaning as described below.
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