
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 98- 9128

ORDER AMENDING
RULES GOVERNING ADMISSION TO THE BAR OF TEXAS

IT IS ORDERED that the Rules Governing Admission to the Bar of Texas, are amended in the
following manner:

1. Amend Rule XIII(a)(2) as reflected below:

(2) An attorney who does not meet the criteria for admission without examination set
out above is eligible for admission after passing the Short Form Examination3, if the attorney:

(A) at the time the Texas law license is issued, meets the requirements of Rule
II(a)(5);

(B) satisfies the Board of his/her good moral character and fitness after furnishing
to the Board such evidence as the Board may require;

(C) has not failed the last Texas Bar Examination taken;

(D) has not failed the last bar examination taken in any other state;

(E) has not failed the last short form examination (sometimes known as attorney's
exam) in any other state; and

3 The Short Form Examination shall cover the areas of the Texas substantive law and procedure which
the Board may determine advisable. Any Applicant who fails the Short Form Examination twice shall
thereafter be required to pass the Texas Bar Examination as provided in Rule XI. The wf ine^ly appll^atton
filmg deadli^e fo^^r "ea^ch Short Form Examination is the^180th dayrpreceding the date of^that exammation^^... ^
and th^e^ab^sal^ute^pplication filiiig deadhnor each^Short Form1e Exarrun, n is^the 15O^th day^preeeding
the da^of^that e^xarnuiat^ Any applrcation filed after the^trxnely deadline^ st b^acc^om^p^ani^ed by
al$j1T5-07Q0 ;l"atefee:
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(F) meets one of the following requirements:

(i) has a J.D. degree from an approved law school and has been actively and
substantially engaged in the lawful practice of law in any State as his/her principal business or
occupation for at least three of the last five years immediately preceding the filing of the
Application; or

(ii) has a J.D. degree, which is not based on study by correspondence, from an
unapproved law school and has been actively and substantially engaged in the lawful practice
of law as his/her principal business or occupation for at least five of the last seven years
immediately preceding the filing of the Application.

2. Adopt a new Rule XXI, as follows:

Rule.,:XXI
Civil I^nmunity

Witliout^hmiting;fre^ictmg, ar walvuig ^ny^pr^vilege ©r ^runumty otherwt^e available^'under^... ^,.. .^.̂ ,...^
state or federal law:'

(a) The Board^and it member"s emplayees, and^agents are nnmune from^all ov^1 habil^ °'^ ^. :^^ . .,,...^ .^.... ,,_ ^. ^...^,,..^^
f^or^da^mages for conduct and^ornmumcationsyoc^urring ln th^;^p^erfo^rmance^of^'aud within^the,...^. ,..._...^ F.F^....^,.,^.^ ,.,^^^..,
scape of t^ieir afficial dutYes relatingto the character, and fitness qualif catrcan^^af Ap^pl^cants or^... , _d_..
D^clarants; and theeligibility, examinatandlicensIngof^Apphcauts;00,^....,. ,^ M .:. , ..,,.,^^ .. <.

(b) Reeortls, statemerifs of .piman;^and ather^rnforrnation^e ardan a Decla:ra^it ar an
Appiicant c^am^urucated wrthoutalice t6&th Bqard or ta ^ts members, e^nployee^s, o^a`gents
b^%any p^rsan, ent0, frm; or ^nstrtuhan aie^pnvileged, and c^vzl su^ts for d"ar^tag^s predicated

w...,......w.,n ..... .^* ^ ........... .. „ b^.w,... :',^m..., ^„ ..,'d^ii .

theteon are b.arred:

3. Amend Rule XVIII in the following manner:

Rule XVIII
Fees

(a) The following provisions shall govern fees charged by the Board:

FEES RELATING TO DECLARATIONS

Declaration Investigation Fee .......................................................................................$4-231501^:....^
Late Filing Fee .............:....................................................................................................$150
Fee for Check Returned for Insufficient Funds ....................................................................$ 25

4Thts^increase An the De^claration filing fee shall be effect^ve with Declarat^ons fzled^on of after^ ^ ^..;,..., ^..^
Septeinber 1^ 19^98 4
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FEES RELATING TO ELIGIBILITY & EXAMINATIONS

Texas law student:
$ 150 Application &Examittati Fee

:R5 ; °`"Examination -Fee
22'5

Out-of-state law student:
$ 150 Application & Etaminati Fee

^:`7^5^'^Examinatron Fee
150 Investigation Fee

$ 399 375

Attorneys licensed in another state .
$ 2-73 Application Fee

150 Examination Fee
150 Investigation Fee

$ 34Sl;;OQO

159
E_",."":",.`;""' Fe"'

exafrrmattotr

}cn E_",."'"':"'..`:"' F"".

5-6-50

Attorneys qualified for admission without examination under Rule XIII

$ 62-5 700 Application Fee
150 Investigation Fee

$ 4-73 8SQ
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^^^
^Q investigation Fee

S-sse

Foreign nation attorney:
$ 373 700 Application Fee

150 Examination Fee
150 Investigation Fee
100 Foreign Nation Inquiry Fee

$9-73;1,A 00

Foreign Legal Consultant:
$ 700 Application Fee

150 Investigation Fee
100 Foreign Nation Inquiry Fee

$ 950

Foreign Legal Consultant Re-Application Fee:
$ 150 Re-Application Fee

150 Supplemental Investigation Fee
(every second renewal year only)

$ 300 ($150 in alternate years)

Supplemental Investigation Fee (as required under Rule IX) . ............................................$150

Miscellaneous Fees:

Late Filing Fee ............... ............................................................................................$150

Re-application Fee ......................................................................................................$150

Fee for Check Returned for Insufficient Funds .. .......................................................$ 25

MBE Transfer Fee ................................................................................................$+-5 25

Apphcation Deposit Fees ^ .. : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^$^30^.,^ .. ,^^^ :^^ :^ _...._.s ^^-.^:.• ^.,^^..^.f._,...^.__^^p ^.^^,.^_^,.e ^. ^.^^.._a_., ^

Incpmpleteness ^ ^.._._.....^^ ^.:.:.^^^..-...x_..>.^....,^r. & ^$

Examination Typing Fee. ^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^^$^50^.........^^.__.^._..y,...

Sf)ne deposit fee^shall be credited toward the^filmg^feeNif the applic^arion^s ff 1ed^w^thu^ l^ye^ar^of,^ _. .
date the deposit:is receiued^...

`^I'lns fee shall be unp^^q^sed when a docu^rnent ^declaratio a ication; S, etc ) is received^for
tlie^secon0 and subsequent^times^whichsis^` etermined to be incoxnplete :(e"^g^; °unanswered que^st^oii^°s,`^not
s îged, n t^notarized,:incorrect fees;^etc^)

^
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, except where otherwise specified, this order shall be
effective immediately.

SIGNED AND ENTERED this 2614 day of , 1998.

homas R. Phillins. Chief JustiU402W R - e

0,),G yl^"
Raul A. Gonzalez, Justice

pk-t Y
-̂ 9CAL-

Nathan L. Hecht, Justice

Priscilla R. Owen, Justice
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