
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 

Misc. Docket No. 10- 9062 

ORDER ADOPTING TEXAS RULE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 78a 

ORDERED that: 

1. Pursuant to section 22.004 of the Texas Government Code, the Supreme Court of 
Texas promulgates Rule 78a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure as follows. 

2. Rule 78a, with any modifications made after public comments are received, takes 
effect September 1,2010. Comments may be submitted to the Supreme Court of Texas in writing 
on or before August 2,2010. Comments should be directed to Kennon L. Peterson, Rules Attorney, 
at P.O. Box 12248, Austin, TX 78711, or kennon.peterson@courts.state.tx.us. 

3. The Supreme Court of Texas also promulgates the attached civil case information 
sheet, as approved by the Texas Judicial Council, to be used pursuant to Rule 78a. 

4. The Clerk is directed to: 

a. file a copy of this Order with the Secretary of State; 

b. cause a copy ofthis Order to be mailed to each registered member of the State 
Bar of Texas by publication in the Texas Bar Journal; 

c. send a copy of this Order to each elected member of the Legislature; and 

d. submit a copy of the Order for publication in the Texas Register. 
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SIGNED this ~ day of May, 2010. 

David M. Medina, Justice 

~ 
Paul W. Green, Justice 

Ph~ 
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Rule 78a. Case Information Sheet 

(a) Requirement. A civil case infonnation sheet, in the fonn promulgated by the Supreme Court 
of Texas, must accompany the filing of: 
(1) an original petition; and 
(2) a post-judgment motion for modification or enforcement in a case arising under the 

Family Code. 

(b) Signature. The civil case infonnation sheet must be signed by the attorney for the party 
filing the pleading or by the party. 

(c) Enforcement. The court and clerk must take appropriate measures to enforce this rule. But 
the clerk may not reject a pleading because the pleading is not accompanied by a civil case 
infonnation sheet. 

(d) Limitation on Use. The civil case infonnation sheet is for data collection for statistical and 
administrative purposes and does not affect any substantive right. 

Comment: Rule 78a is added to require the submission of a civil case infonnation sheet to collect 
data for statistical and administrative purposes, see, e.g., TEX. GOV'T CODE § 71.035. A civil case 
infonnation sheet is not a pleading. Rule 78a is placed with other rules regarding pleadings because 
civil cover sheets must accompany pleadings. 
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CIVIL CASE INFORM A nON SHEET 

CAUSE N UMBER (FOR CLERK USE ONLY): ____ _________ COURT ( FOR CLERK USE ONL Y) : ________ _ 

STYLED 
(e.g., John Smith v. All American Insurance Co; In re Mary Ann Jones; In the Matter of the Estate of George Jackson) 

A civi l case infonnation sheet must be completed and submitted when an original petition or application is fi led to initiate a new civil , fam ily law, probate, or mental 
health case or when a post-judgment motion for modification or enforcement is fi led in a fanli ly law case. The infonnation should be the best available at the time of 
filing. This sheet, approved by the Texas Judicial Council , is intended to collect infonnation that wi ll be used for statistical purposes only. It nei ther replaces nor 
supplements the fi lings or service of plead ing or other documents as required by law or rule. The sheet does not constitute a discovery request, response, or 

I d· dm· ·bl I supplementatIOn, an It IS not a ISS I e at tna. 

I. Conlact information for person completing usC! information sb~et: Namu of plIrtiu in ca5~: Person or entity complerin2 sbeet i.s; 

Plaintiff(s)JPctitioner(s): 
~Allorney for PlllintifTlPctitioner 

ame: Email: D Pro Se PlaintilTlPetitioner 

- - -- O Tit ic IV-D Agency 

- - D Other: __ 
Addrcs : Telephone: ---- -- - - Additional Parties in Child upport Case: 

Cityl ' tnterzip: Fax: D fcndant(s)/Rcspondcnt( ): 
Custodial Parent: 

-- -- ---- Non-Cu todial Parent: 
ignmure: tate Bar 0: -- ---- -- Presumed Fath r: 

IAllach addit.ion.l pogo U n<cOUII)' 10 Ii .. aU paniCil --
2. Indicate cue type. or identify !he most important issue in tbe case (sel~CI only J) : 

Civil Family Law 
Po t-judgmen t Action 

Contract Injury or Damage Real Property Marriagt Relat/onship (non-Title IV-Dl 
Debt/Con/ract Q AssauI tlBallery D Eminent Domain! Q Annulmem Q Enforcemcnt 

D Collsumer/DTPA D Con truction Condcmnalion DDeclare Marriage Void DModificalion--C dy o Debt/Contract D Defammion o Partition Divorce DModilicntion-Othcr 
D FraudIMi reprc entation MnQctice . D QuictTitJe D With Children TitlclV-D 
D Other Debt/Contract: Accounllng D Trespass to Try Tille D No Children !d EnforcementIModi fication 

-- D Legal D Other Property: D Patcmit 
F orec/osllre D Mcdical -- o Reciprocals (UIF A) 

D Home Equity-Expedited D Other Professional o upport Order 
D Other Foreclosun: Liability: __ 

D Frnnehisc DMotor Vehicle Accident Related to Criminal 
Parent-Child Relationship Dlnsuran c: D Pr mi es Matters Other Family law 

D LandlordITenant Prodllct Liabf/lty Q Expuncti n D Enforce Foreign D~doPtionlAdoption with 

0 on-Comp tilion D AsbeslOs/ ilica D Judgment Nisi Judgment Tcnnination 

D Partne hip D Other Product Liability DNon-Oisclosure DHabcas Corpus D Chiid Protection 

D Other onu aet: List Product o eirore/Forfeiture D Narne Change D Chiid Support 
D Writ of Hab as Corpus- D Protcetive Order D Cuslody or Visitation --

D Other Injury or Damage: Pre-indictment D RemovalofDisabilities D Gestational Parenting 
D Other: __ of Minority D Grandparent Acccs -- D Othe . __ D PalemitylParentagc 

Employment Other Civil DTerminalion of Parental 

D Discrimination D Adm inistralivc: Appea.1 D Lawyer Discipline Rights 

D Retaliation D AntilrUstiUnfllir D Perpetuate Testimony D Other Parent-Child: 

D Tennination Competition D SceuritieslStock --
D Workers ' Compen ation D Code Viol lions D Tortiou Interference 

0 ther Employment: D Forcign Judgment D Other. __ 

- - D lntcllcctual Propcrty 

Tu Probate & Menial Healtll 
~T8J( Appraisal Probatel WlII.sIlntestate Administration Q Guardianship-Adult 
D Ta." Delinquenc), D Oependent Administration D Guardian hip-Minor 
D OtherTax Dlndepcndenl Administration O Mental Health 

D OOler Estate Proceedings O Othcr: _ _ 

3. Indicatc j)roctdurt or rtmed'y~ if lI1lIIIicablt (may seltct more Ilion I): 
~Appeal from Municipal or JUStice Court 
D Arbitralion-rclatcd 

Q Declaratory Judgment 
D Gamishment 

Q Prejudgmcnt Remedy 
D protcclive Order 

D AtUlchment D lnterplc der D Recciver 
Dsm of Revic\ DLicense o equeslration 
D Certiorari D Mandarnus O Temporary Restraining Orderllnjunction 
D Class Action o Post-judgment D Tumover 
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